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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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YEMEN’S SOUTH LEAVING THE 

PEACE DEAL IN RIYADH1 

Yemen's southern separatists say they have withdrawn 

from talks over a Saudi-sponsored power-sharing deal 

with the internationally recognized government in the 

latest setback for the troubled process. The Southern 

Transitional Council (STC) said in a statement that it had 

sent a letter to the Saudi authorities confirming "the 

suspension of its participation in the ongoing 

consultations to implement the agreement". 

The Riyadh Agreement, which was struck in November 

last year, was designed to mend a rift between allies in the 

war against Iran-aligned Houthi rebels who have seized 

much of Yemen's north. It sought to quell the "civil war 

within a civil war" and was hailed as a possible stepping 

stone towards ending the wider conflict. Yet after many 

years and thousands of civilian casualties, a stable peace 

between the stakeholders seems far from reach. 

  

 
 BAHRAIN REFUSES US PUSH TO 

NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH 

ISRAEL2 

Bahrain's king has told visiting US Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo that the Gulf state is committed to the 

creation of a Palestinian state, according to state media, 

in an implicit rejection of Washington's push for Arab 

countries to swiftly normalize ties with Israel. The top US 

diplomat was in Manama on Wednesday as part of a 

Middle East tour aimed at forging more links between 

Israel and the Arab world on the back of a US-brokered 

deal with the United Arab Emirates earlier this month. 

The agreement - which makes the UAE the third Arab 

country to agree to establish relations with Israel after 

Egypt and Jordan - was slammed by the Palestinians. on 

Wednesday, Bahrain echoed the sentiments of its ally and 

regional heavyweight Saudi Arabia that accord with 

Israel would not materialize without the establishment of 

an independent Palestinian state. 
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IRAQ: NORMALIZING RELATIONS 

WITH ISRAEL IS AGAINST THE 

CONSTITUTION3 

The speaker of Iraq’s prime minister, during a press 

conference announced Iraq’s stand on the issue of 

normalizing relations between Israel and the Arab World. 

According to Ahmad Mola Talal, normalizing relations 

with the Zionist regime is entirely against the country’s 

constitution and cannot be accepted. In response to a 

question, he mentioned that the normalization of relations 

between UAE and Israel is between Telavi and Abu Dhabi 

and does not concern Iraq. This statement 

notwithstanding, Mostafa Al Kazemi, the Iraqi prime 

minister in a separate meeting emphasized on the issue of 

Palestine and the importance of an independent Palestine 

with Quds being its capital. Even if Israel befriends all the 

Arab countries, there would still remain one; Palestine. 

Unless Israel starts to retreat from its position of force, a 

peaceful resolution seems quite out of reach. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IRAN IS ONCE AGAIN 

COOPERATIVE WITH THE IAEA5 

Iran has agreed to allow inspectors by the United 

Nations' nuclear watchdog to access two suspected 

former secret nuclear sites, after a months-long standoff 

between the two sides.  The agreement reached on 

Wednesday came during a visit by the International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief Rafael Grossi to 

Tehran for high-level talks.  "Iran is voluntarily 

providing the IAEA with access to the two locations 

specified by the IAEA," Grossi and the head of Iran's 

nuclear agency, Ali Akbar Salehi, said in a joint 

statement.  "Both sides recognise the independence, 

impartiality and professionalism of the IAEA continue 

to be essential in the fulfilment of its verification 

activities," the statement said.  "Iran, like before, is ready 

to cooperate with the IAEA," Iranian President Hassan 

Rouhani told Grossi on Wednesday, according to state 

media. Whether the world accepts or not, at any turn, 

Iran has shown its cooperation. Yet, there is still doubt 

in Iran’s motives which comes from the US and Israel. 
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IRAN’S LEGAL RESPONSE TO 

UNITED STATES’ ACTIONS 

REGARDING THE JCPOA4  

During the government’s cabinet meeting, Laia Joneidi, 

the president’s legal deputy, announced that the United 

States’ threats are against the articles 10 and 11 of the 

resolution 2231 and cannot be followed. According to this 

official, there are clear arguments which show that if one is 

to refer to an agreement, one must first abide by the 

agreement and the US has not done so. In order to reopen 

the sanctions on Iran, during the time of the United State’s 

stay in the JCPOA, there should have been clear violations 

from Iran’s end. However, according to the UN officials, 

Iran has completely upheld its end of the deal and the 

United States lacks any legal stance for re-introducing the 

sanctions on Iran. Even so, Iran still has so much unmet 

demands from the world which keeps getting postponed. 

Demands that if not met, will damage the well being of 

Iranian people and not its government. The one thing that 

the US president claimed to be of outmost importance to 

him; Iranian welfare. 
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