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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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OIL PRICES CLIMB ON ROSY 

ARMACO OUTLOOK FOR ASIAN 

ENERGY DEMAND 

While having the Saudi support, oil prices jumped up on 

Monday 10 August 2020 which was partly due to Iraq’s 

pledge to supply cuts. Iraq promised to cut its production 

by 400,000 barrels per day to compensate for its recent 

overproductions. This is partly because of the decline in 

demand due to decline in cash in demanding countries. The 

US government is also trying to get a stimulus bill passed 

for the cash strapped countries. If so, these could help 

balance the current oil market. However, the new deal 

between Iran and China could also give new shocks to the 

market. Oil, for many years, has become something more 

than a mere commodity. It has the source of many sorrows 

as well as much triumph. Some nations used the income 

from its export wisely and turned into global success while 

others used it unwisely and gained nothing but 

hyperinflation and economic instability as well as political 

dependence. 

  

 
 BEIRUT EXPLOSION HAS SEVERAL 

SIDE EFFECTS 

August 4, 2020 in the afternoon, the capital of Lebanon, 

Beirut, was shaken with a ghastly explosion which killed 

more than 150 and injured near 6,000 people. The blast 

was the result of mismanagement in the government’s 

body. 

Six years prior to the blast, 2,750 tons of ammonium 

nitrate were poorly stored in the port. The explosion ran 

the already failing government into ruin. The main 

source of income in the city is destroyed and its already 

poor government cannot support its citizens and the 1.5 

million Syrian refugees living in Beirut. The UN is 

working closely with the Lebanese government to reduce 

the financial pressure. Other states such as Iraq and Iran 

have also offered to help Lebanon in overcoming the 

aftershocks of this disaster. 
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ANTI-NETANYAHU PROTESTS KEEP 

RISING IN ISRAEL 

For weeks, Israeli people have marched the streets 

demanding the current prime minister, Benjamin 

Netanyahu to resign from his post. The protesters take 

issue with the way their government is handling the 

COVID-19 pandemic in Israel. They demand his 

resignation as he is charged with accusations of corruption. 

This is the largest line of protests in the country since the 

protests against high cost of living in 2011. The Israeli 

prime minister is in a state of denial and claims the 

situation is less dire than the media claims. Israel has 

always been the source of turmoil in the Middle East since 

its foundation in 1948 by the head of the Jewish Agency, 

David Ben-Gurion. Many news channels in the region show 

violent confrontations in this country on a daily basis 

which are mainly with the people of Palestine. With such 

problems, this country cannot withstand internal turmoil 

as well and might even collapse. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 REVISION OF 12 ANTI-AMERICAN 

BILLS IN IRAN’S PARLIAMENT 

Mojtaba Zolnour, the head of the parliament’s 

commission on national security and foreign policy, gave 

news of 12 anti-American bills being reviewed in the 

commission and will soon enter the public session for 

vote. He believes that they will pass indefinitely. Such 

actions, even in words will worsen the already bad 

relationship between the two countries. Iran and the 

United States have been public enemies of each other 

since 1979. However, this animosity damaged Iran more 

than it hurt the US and with such news coming out, the 

situation will worsen. It however is somewhat expected 

as Donald Trump, the current president of the United 

States does the same. He has attacked Iran through 

twitter on any chance he got and this statement by 

Mojtaba Zolnour is more of a Tit for Tat than an actual 

policy action.   
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GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL 

DEMANDED THE EXTENSION OF 

IRAN’S WEAPON EMBARGO 

The members of the Gulf Cooperation Council unanimously 

backed the UN weapons embargo on Iran. This action 

resulted in Iran’s negative reactions toward its Arab 

neighbors. Seyed Abbas Mousavi, the speaker of Iran’s 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs called this action irresponsible. 

“unfortunately, it seems that the so-called ‘cooperation 

council’ has turned into a front for some short-minded in 

and out of the council” he said. He also added that “the 

council which already suffers from many deficiencies, 

ignores the real issues of the region and does not see the 

reality”. Middle East is already filled with turmoil and 

instability and such animosity is the last thing it needs. For 

a long time, there has been a tendency in the Arab Region 

to be in United States’ good graces. Therefore, the council 

is simply repeating whatever Donald Trump says regarding 

Iran and its situation.  
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