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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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US ATTACKS LEBANON FOR THE 

FIRST TIME1 

The United States has for the first time sanctioned 

Lebanese allies of Hezbollah. Two former ministers 

dismiss US accusations of corruption and providing 

material support to Hezbollah. Washington considers the 

Iranian backed group a "terrorist organization" and 

accuses it of exploiting the state's resources. The 

designations of Yusuf Finyanus and Ali Hassan Khalil 

"underscore how some Lebanese politicians have 

conspired with Hizballah at the expense of the Lebanese 

people and institutions," said the Treasury Department, 

using an alternative spelling for Hezbollah. "Corruption 

has run rampant in Lebanon, and Hizballah has exploited 

the political system to spread its malign influence," said 

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. "The United States 

stands with the people of Lebanon in their calls for reform 

and will continue to use its authorities to target those who 

oppress and exploit them." 

  

 
 HOUTHIS RECRUITING YOUNG 

GIRLS2 

UN-backed investigators have found evidence that rebels 

in Yemen recruited nearly three dozen teenage girls - some 

said to be survivors of sexual violence - as spies, medics, 

guards and members of an all-female force. The findings 

came in the third and latest report on Wednesday by the 

"group of eminent experts" commissioned by the Human 

Rights Council to investigate alleged rights violations by 

all sides in the war since September 2014. The devastating 

conflict in the Arab world's poorest country has spawned 

what the United Nations calls the world's greatest 

humanitarian crisis. The report, based on more than 400 

accounts and focusing mainly on a period from July 2019 

to June this year, highlighted how a generation of 

Yemen's children have been "immeasurably damaged 

through child recruitment, abuse, and deprivation of their 

most basic human rights, including education". 
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ISRAEL – UAE FRIENDSHIP UNDER 

THE US FLAG3 

US President Donald Trump will hold a September 15 

signing ceremony for the Middle East agreement 

normalizing relations between Israel and the United Arab 

Emirates, according to reports citing senior US officials. 

The officials said senior delegations from both countries 

will likely be led by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and Emirati Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh 

Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the brother of the UAE 

crown prince. Netanyahu confirmed his participation on 

Twitter, with the Israeli leader saying he is "proud to leave 

for Washington next week at the invitation of President 

Trump and to participate in the historic ceremony at the 

White House on the establishment of a peace agreement 

between Israel and the United Arab Emirates". The Trump 

administration has showcased the agreement as a major 

achievement in diplomatic affairs. 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 IRAN MEETS WITH 

SWITZERLAND5 

Iran Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif, met 

with his peer from Switzerland with the hope of 

mitigating the damages done by the United States’ 

sanctions against Iran. “I am glad that in the 100th year 

of diplomatic relations, I hosted the Swiss Foreign 

Minister. These relationships will continue on the 

backbone of respect. We have had great discussions 

regarding bilateral topics as well as global issues.” Said 

Zarif in a tweet. The Swiss Foreign Minister also 

announced the same reasoning for his meeting of Zarif. 

According to him in an interview with SRF “he sought 

better relations between the two states…and 

strengthening of bilateral cooperation”. Regarding his 

country’s role in the midst of tensions between Iran and 

the US he mentioned that “not all parties respect human 

rights and we must, using dialogue, create trust and 

follow the issue of human rights violations in the world” 
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KHASHOGGI’S CASE WAS CLOSED4 
On Monday 7 September, Saudi prosecutors sentenced the 

5 people involved in the murder of Khashoggi to 20 years 

of jail time all together. With this sentence, the prosecutor 

claimed that both private and public sides were finished. 

Khashoggi’s children who live in Saudi Arabia claimed that 

they have forgiven the murderers of their father. Human 

rights activists, on the other hand, have not. Many of them 

believe Mohammad Ben Salman, Saoud Alghahtani and 

Ahmad Asiri to be the main culprits in this crime; three 

suspects that were never called in any court during the 

proceedings. Corruption is not something new in the Middle 

East, as many have suffered from such a heinous disease. 

Those with ties to power do the crimes and people with no 

connections pay the price. Terror of Jamal Khashoggi in 

Istanbul is simply another example. This critic of the Saudi 

government died for believing in justice and truth and paid 

the price with his life. Even the United Nations condemns 

the Saudi government’s efforts in ending this issue as it 

calls the closing of his murder’s case ‘illegal’ and 

‘unethical’. Yet such revolting violations of human rights 

will happen again as they have so many times in the past.  
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