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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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IRAN’S PRESIDENT HAS STRONG 

COMMENTS ON ISRAEL’S 

NORMALIZATION1 

According to Hassan Rohani, Iran’s current president, 

United Arab Emirates and Bahrain would be responsible 

for any "consequences" resulting from their normalization 

of relations with Tehran's archrival, Israel. Rouhani's 

remarks came a day after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and the foreign ministers of Bahrain and the 

UAE signed agreements establishing full diplomatic ties at 

a White House ceremony. Speaking at a cabinet meeting 

on Wednesday, Rouhani said Israel is "committing more 

crimes in Palestine every day". Rouhani's remarks came 

shortly after Israeli planes bombed Hamas targets in the 

besieged Gaza Strip. Meanwhile, US President Donald 

Trump said similar Washington-brokered deals were 

expected between Israel and several other Arab countries, 

including Iran's regional rival, Saudi Arabia. "After 

decades of division and conflict, we mark the dawn of a 

new Middle East," Trump said. Even though polarity is 

gone in international relations’ classes, in reality, many 

world leaders still try to become a power polar. As a result, 

many civilians pay the price. 

  

 
 ISRAEL’S NORMALIZATION AND 

THE SAUDI STANCE2 

‘” Passionate emotions and fiery enthusiasm” towards 

Jews’, a quote from a Saudi Muslim leader hints of 

softening among Saudi officials regarding Israel. The 

sermon by Abdulrahman al-Saudis, imam of the Grand 

Mosque in Mecca, broadcast on Saudi state television on 

September 5, came three weeks after the United Arab 

Emirates agreed upon a historic deal to normalize 

relations with Israel and days before the Gulf state of 

Bahrain, a close Saudi ally, followed suit. Saudis, who in 

the past sermons prayed for Palestinians to have victory 

over the “invader and aggressor” Jews, spoke about how 

the Prophet Muhammad was good to his Jewish neighbor 

and argued the best way to persuade Jews to convert to 

Islam was to “treat them well”.  
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US-IRAN STATE’S CONFLICT WITH 

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES3 

On Wednesday Sep 16th, Iran officials urged the UN court 

to put an end to US sanctions against Iran since it is ruining 

millions of civilian lives. The International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) in The Hague is hearing arguments this week from 

Tehran and Washington before deciding whether it has 

jurisdiction to deal with the case.  Iran dragged the United 

States to the ICJ in 2018 when President Donald Trump 

pulled the US out of a landmark deal limiting Iran's nuclear 

program and reimposed sanctions.  Tehran's representative 

Hamidreza Oloumiyazdi told the court by video link that 

the sanctions were a “clear breach” of a 1955 Treaty of 

Amity between Iran and the US. He said the sanctions 

were causing “hardship and suffering”, including a record 

drop in Iran's trade, a near-doubling of food prices, and 

“severe” effects on the health system. It is not the first time 

and it will not be the last when statesmen decide and the 

people pay the price. Throughout history, usually the elite 

made decisions at the cost of the common people and Iran 

is no exception. This country has suffered sanctions for 40 

years and until now the people where those who actually 

suffered from it.  

    

 

 

 

  

 

 IRAN’S REACTION TO TRUMP’S 

NEWEST THREATS5 

According to some intelligence officials, Iran has plans to 

assassinate Washington’s ambassador in South Africa6. 

In response to this plan, president Donald Trump 

threatened the Iranian government that whatever Iran 

has in mind, the US will unfold on it 10,000-fold. Ali 

Rabei, the spokesperson of Iran’s government, considers 

these threats to be part of Trump’s election strategy for 

the upcoming presidential election. “drawing on blood or 

mental games for the purpose of winning the election is 

both unforgivable and a treason” said Rabei. The Iranian 

foreign minister also tweeted: “the obvious liar 

misdirected Trump into assassinating ISIS’s number one 

enemy. He is doing the same thing now”. In sum, 

Trump’s tweeter politics has once more created 

instability in the Middle East. 
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RUSSIA PRAYING FOR THE 

NORMALIZATION’S SUCCESS4 

Russia’s ambassador in the Middle East roots for the 

success of the recent meeting between UAE and Israel in 

the white house. “if this agreement results in 

comprehensive peace in the Middle East and solve all the 

issues, including the Palestine’s conflict, then it is a good 

thing” said Michael Bogdanov, Russia’s representative in 

the Middle East. He also said “Russia insists that both 

Bahrain and UAE are obliged to the Arabian Peace Plan 

based on two countries in 1967”. The Israeli 

representatives, on SEP 15th, signed two agreements for 

normalizing their relations with UAE and Bahrain. 

POTUS, in this ceremony, said that “this agreement allows 

Israel to have embassies in both countries”. Furthermore, 

according to Abd-Allah ben-Zayed, UAE’s foreign minister 

“agreement with Israel empowers the UAE in helping 

Palestine and will also change the face of the Middle East”. 

It seems that a long conflict between Israel and Palestine 

is reaching its end in benefit of Israel who is step by step 

gaining the support of other Islamic states in the region.  
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