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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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ONCE MORE; IRAN IS COMING 

BACK TO THE GAME1 

According to the inspectors from the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) Iran has begun building a new 

centrifuge assembly plant in place of the one that 

exploded recently. Officials in Tehran believe the 

explosion to be an act of sabotage and that may be why 

they are building it underground. However, the fact that 

the IAEA is aware of this plant suggests that Iran is not 

willing to ignore its dedication to the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action (JCPOA) which was signed in 2015. 

Furthermore, Iran is still stockpiling great amounts of 

uranium, but they are much less enriched than what is 

necessary for making a nuclear bomb. At least, this is what 

the director of the IAEA, Rafael Grossi, claims. Although 

many are suspicious of Israel for the current sabotage, no 

official statements have been released yet. All and all, Iran 

seems to be doing what it promised. The same cannot be 

said for the other 6 signatories of the JCPOA. 

  

  

SANCTIONING IS GETTING OLD!!!2 

On Monday, October 26, 2020, the United States once more 

imposed sanctions on Iran on another front. This time, the 

sanctions targeted Iran’s Ministry of Petroleum, National 

Iranian Oil Company and National Iranian Tanker Company 

were targeted. After these sanctions were announced, 

officials from Iran said that the United States must ‘kick the 

habit’ of sanctioning Iran. Even the US officials believe that 

sanctioning Iran is getting old. Robert O’Brien, US president 

Donald Trump’ national security adviser, recently said the 

US has imposed so many sanctions on Iran ‘that there’s very 

little left for us to do’. Furthermore, according to Alireza 

Miryousefi, head of the media office at the Iranian Mission 

to the United Nations, the United States had ‘out 

sanctioned’ itself. This clearly shows how hostile the United 

States regarding its behavior towards Iran. Although Donald 

Trump and Joe Biden have said little to nothing regarding 

their policies towards Iran after the election, there seems to 

be more than enough animosity building up between the two 

states. One could only hope it does not lead to war.  
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PAKISTAN’S ASTONISHING 

SOLIDARITY3 

Just recently, a blast sent eight to ten men studying Quran 

in Pakistan to the afterlife. This act of hatred, however, did 

not frighten the Pakistani people enough to prevent them 

from getting together and praying. Hours after the blast, 

the staff cleared the debris and began a public prayer 

ceremony.  The muezzin who called the prayers said they 

wanted to show the attackers they "weren't defeated". This 

incident happened in Peshawar, a city in the north western 

region of Pakistan near its border with Afghanistan.  

Tuesday's bombing brought back still fresh memories of 

the attack on a military school in Peshawar six years ago 

that left more than 150 dead, most of them children.  The 

city has been hard-hit by militant violence that was 

widespread in Pakistan a decade ago.  The attack on the 

madrassa was the first "soft" target hit by suspected 

militants in Peshawar since the 2014 attack on the Army 

Public School, correspondents say.   

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

AFGHANISTAN’S CIVILIANS ARE 

STILL SUFFERING5 

Nearly ten years have passed since the United State’s 

announced, with much pride, that the despising head of al-

Qaeda, Bin Laden was finally killed; and yet the people of 

Afghanistan are still suffering from suicide bombers. On 

Saturday, October 24, 2020, a radical suicide bomber killed 

Latif, a 20-year-old young man, alongside 25 other people 

who were simply getting on with their lives. Latif’s dream 

was to become a doctor and serve his community and the 

only reason he was there to begin with was to prepare for 

the university entrance exam. A dream that was turned into 

dust because a radical fundamentalist thought he knew 

better. This was just one of many incidents that keep 

happening in several places in Afghanistan. According to a 

UN report, 2,117 civilians have lost their lives to such 

attacks in the first nine months of the year 2020 and 3,822 

were wounded. That is despite the fact that the government 

and the Taliban are negotiating for weeks. All this 

negotiation and still people are paying the price with their 

lives. When will it end? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latif Sarwari 

He dreamt of becoming a doctor 
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THE UNITED STATE ARMS 

PESHMARGA4 

According to IRNA (Islamic Republic News Agancy) the 

United States has sent a shipment of weaponry to the 

Kurdish Peshmarga forces in Iraq. The Peshmarga 

government announced a second shipment by the 

beginning of this November. According to the officials of 

Peshmarga, this decision was made on Tuesday, October 

27, 2020, in a meeting in Arbil between with high US 

millitary officials. Shouresh Ismail, Sarbast Lezkin and 

Colonel Jouliat were present at the afformentioned 

meeting. In an announcement, Ismail officially showed his 

gratitude to the United States for supporting the forces of 

Peshmarga. However, there is no mention of cooperation 

with Baqdad for this shipment. In other words, the United 

States has made such a deal without asking for the Iraqi 

government’s consent. Since the relationship between 

Iraq’s centeral government and Peshmarga is somewhat 

fragile, one cannot call this action a bridge of soverignty 

with absolute certainty. Nevertheless, such an action 

cannot be overlooked either. How to react? That is for the 

Iraqi government to decide. 
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