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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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THE POSSIBILITY OF TIME 

TRAVEL1 

In a televised interview, president Hassan Rouhani 

announced that Iran-US relations has the possibility of 

rewinding the past four years of Trumpist abuse. ‘Iran and 

the US can both decide and announce that they will return 

to conditions on January 20, 2017’ he said. However, such 

an outcome would be possible if and only if the United 

States is willing to correct the missteps of the previous 

president. ‘We hope that in its first steps, the next US 

administration will explicitly condemn Trump’s policies 

on Iran’ said president Rouhani, calling the current US 

policies ‘anti-human rights and terroristic’. The president 

said Iran’s policy has always been clear and is based on 

‘commitment for commitment, action for action, de-

escalation for de-escalation, and respect for respect’. 

Although president Rouhani’s words give the impression 

of hope, there is a 40-year-old miscommunication and 

animosity which needs to be addressed first.    

  

  

BEIRUT, A POHENOX RISING FROM 

ITS ASHES2 

After the recent explosion, Beirut needs billions of dollars to 

be able to stand on its feet again. With little political or 

economic progress, the engine of the city’s reconstruction so 

far has been civil society. One initiative is focusing on the 

glass that shattered all over Beirut by recycling the shards 

into new products. This shows how much the people can and 

could influence the progress or the decline of a society. Less 

than 6 months ago, the main source of income in Beirut 

exploded and turned everybody’s livelihoods into ash. With 

the share of foreign support being quite low, the civil society 

has decided to change the situation. In international 

relations the unit of analysis is state. However, when 

studying internal politics, citizens and people become other 

unites of analysis. While ‘states’ have failed in rebuilding the 

destroyed city of Beirut; the ‘people’ seem to have taken 

matters into their own hands and began pushing the city 

towards a brighter future. One could only hope that this 

voluntary act of solidarity remains intact to the end.   
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COVID-19 PLUS ISRAEL’S INVASION 

EQUALS TOTAL ANNIHILATION3 

Like many other places, Gaza is in code red or as the 

officials would call it the ‘catastrophe stage’ regarding its 

COVID-19 patients.  with the blockaded Palestinian 

enclave’s medical system likely to collapse soon, health 

officials warn of massive death toll.  COVID is spreading 

exponentially in Gaza – one of the most crowded places on 

Earth – especially in refugee camps, and the health 

ministry has warned of ‘disastrous’ implications.  Dr Fathi 

Abuwarda, adviser to the minister of health, told Al 

Jazeera the recent spike in infections could soon become 

uncontrollable, with hundreds of people contracting the 

virus each day and nowhere to treat them.  Gaza has been 

under a tight land, air and sea siege for more than 13 years 

by Israel and Egypt, cutting it off from the rest of the 

world. Early hopes that Gaza’s isolation would spare it 

from the pandemic were dashed as the densely populated 

coastal region came under severe threat with a dilapidated 

healthcare system that is unable to handle the onslaught of 

patients. 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

TIT FOR TAT IN YEMEN5 

Houthis have evidently bombed a distribution station in 

Jeddah which belonged to Saudi Arabia.  The attack was 

confirmed later on Monday by a Saudi official quoted by the 

Saudi state news agency (SPA), who said a fire broke out in 

a fuel tank at a petroleum products distribution station in 

north Jeddah ‘as a result of a terrorist attack with a 

projectile’.  The official said firefighting teams managed to 

extinguish the fire, with no injuries or casualties, adding 

that Saudi Aramco’s supply of fuel to its customers was not 

affected.  Announcing the attack, a military spokesman for 

the Houthis warned ‘operations will continue’. The 

competition for control instead of cooperation seems to be 

the common trend in Yemen. Since the beginning of the civil 

war in 2015, neither side seems to be willing to choose 

cooperation over competition. Even the massive outburst of 

the COVID-19 has not slowed down the bloodshed in the 

country. What’s most devastating is the fact that the 

civilians are the ones who pay the heftiest price, while the 

so-called leaders are unscathed.   
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ISIS IS (APPARANTLY) BACK4  

In Iraq’ Salahuddin province, after roadside bomb hit a 

civilian car, a 3-day period of mourning was declared. The 

attack was blamed on the apparantly defeated terorist 

group ISIS.  When security forces arrived at the scene, ISIS 

fighters opened fire on them.  The attack killed at least six 

Iraqi security officers and four civilians, including one who 

died of his wounds overnight, according to medics.  There 

was no claim of responsibility by ISIL but both the mayor 

and police blamed the armed group, which Iraq’s 

government said it defeated in late 2017.  Although the 

fighters no longer hold territory, sleeper cells wage hit-and-

run attacks on state infrastructure, particularly in desert 

areas north of Baghdad.  ISIS also launches attacks on the 

Iran-backed Hashd al-Shaabi militias, also known as the 

Popular Mobilisation Forces.  The Hashd al-Shaabi, 

founded as a loose network of Shia-majority factions, 

played a crucial role in defeating ISIS alongside the US-led 

coalition. This may be the only incident in the past 40 years 

in which Iran and the United States put their differences 

aside and cooperated to defeat a common enemy. It is sad 

that the only way to reach peace seems to be through a war 

with a common enemy. 
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