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ABOUT 
 

CASSME Viewpoints is the second newsletter series from Centre for Studies 
of South Asia and the Middle East (CASSME). Here, we cover policy issues 
regarding Taiwan-South Asia relations. The aim is to invite scholars and young 
researches from South Asia and Taiwan to present their views on the current and 
past political, economic and social developments and similar issues relevant to 
Taiwan- South Asia relations. The idea is to represent scholars’ various perspectives 
related to a special focused theme in each issue. 

Each issue aims to inform, create debate and deliver prospective outlooks and policy 
recommendations. Thus all opinions, statements and thoughts are welcomed and 
represented. We particularly welcome your feedback and suggestions to keep 
progressing with our initiative 
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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

Executive Summary 
 

With the rise of aggressive China, the indo-pacific region has taken a central stage in the 

security posturing of regional and global powers. In this context, the reinvigoration of 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) mechanism, an informal consultative platform 

comprising Australia, India, Japan and the United States, has drawn major attention. In this 

CSSAME issue, both the scholars debate the less-talked about role of Taiwan in relation to 

Quad’s aims and mechanisms. Taiwan is analyzed as a vital piece to the successful 

progression of both traditional and non-traditional security ambitions of Quad nations. Though 

there is a hesitation in predicting a real time participation of Taiwan in the mechanism itself in 

near future, both the authors agree on the shared normative interest of the four nations and 

democratic Taiwan in ensuring ‘free and open Indo-pacific’. The issue also points out that any 

active engagement of Taiwan with QUAD mechanism immensely depends on its bilateral 

relations with India and India’s eagerness to reinvent and repurpose its Taiwan approach. 

Policy Recommendations 
 

The issue poses Quad as an issue-based group whose responsibility extends beyond 

maintaining ‘security’ order in Indo-Pacific. The participation of Taiwan in Quad Plus format will 

strengthen both the normative facet and the expertise base of the mechanism. Focusing 

beyond its participation dilemma, It is also recommended that Taiwan should utilize this 

increased interest in Indo-pacific for functional coalitions and individual collaborations with the 

Quad members. In doing so, India should be its major focus as it is least connected with Taiwan 

in all aspects than other member countries of the mechanism.  

@2020 CSSAME 
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TAIWAN IN QUAD: COMPLEMENTARY TO INDIA-
TAIWAN TIES? 

Niranjan Chandrashekhar Oak 

 

India and Taiwan, both neighbours of China, are standing their ground against the expansionist mindset 

of China in the 21st century. Though diametrically opposite in terms of size, the two are united by the 

values and ideals. India is an ardent supporter and participant of multilateral mechanisms whereas 

Taiwan’s participation at the global multilateral high table is constrained  due to its complex relationship 

with China. China is not only opposed to Taiwan’s inclusion in the multilateral bodies, including the 

World Health Organisation (WHO), but is also physically aggressive towards the island nation. Chinese 

bellicose actions in the Indo-Pacific; significantly, around Taiwan Strait has exacerbated the existential 

challenge for Taiwan. Against this backdrop, the article analyses whether the Quad provides an excellent 

opportunity for Taiwan to shore up its defences both diplomatically and materially. It takes a closer view 

of the Quad and argues for the inclusion of Taiwan in the Quad. It concludes that any role of Taiwan in 

the Quad would complement Taipei’s relations with other like-minded capitals including New Delhi. 

 

What is Quad? 

 

The Quad grouping was born out of a co-ordinated post-tsunami relief effort by four responsible and 

major powers in the Indo-Pacific, viz., India, the US, Japan and Australia in 2004. After getting their act 

together in 2007, the Quad went through a rough patch and a long interlude of a decade before recouping 

again in 2017. The Quad can ideally be termed as a mini-lateral arrangement in the Indo-Pacific. 

Theoretically, it perfectly fits into the definition of multilateralism. However, the author will utilise the 

focused-denomination of minilateralism to describe Quad. Minilateralism prominently signifies “the 

smallest possible number of countries needed to have the largest possible impact on solving a particular 

problem.”[1] Likewise, it can also be viewed as a “flexible network whose membership varies based on 

situational interests, shared values and relevant capabilities.”[2] 

 

Due to the smaller number of Quad’s constituents, decision-making is often swift. Moreover, the smaller 

number has allowed the Quad to synchronise the policies and realise the collective goal efficiently. The 

members share common interests which make it flexible to react to a particular regional or global event 
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expeditiously. The Quad is devoid of any formal treaty, and its longevity [3]is directly proportional to the 

nature of the issue at hand; i.e., preserving the rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific. The Quad does not 

have a secretariat and is free from the bureaucracy, which makes it agile in responding to the emerging 

situations. It is an ideal forum to signal the intent of the individual nations vis-à-vis external challenges 

faced by them. The inherent flexibility and swiftness of the Quad was on the exhibit when it quickly 

metamorphosed itself into the Quad-plus during the COVID-19 pandemic that has engulfed the entire 

world.  

 

The Quad is often looked at from the security prism. Although maintaining stable security order in the 

Indo-Pacific is one of the foremost responsibilities of the Quad, it is not its only responsibility. The 

genesis of the Quad is in a soft-security issue of the humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) 

efforts in the Indian Ocean. However, the unruly behaviour of China in contravention with the 

established rules-based international order between 2007 to 2017 has worked as a binding glue for the 

Quad. The individual statements post Quad meetings until the COVID-19 outbreak bears testimony to 

this fact. The statements are often spattered with phrases such as peace, stability and prosperity, free, 

open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific, transparency, the rule of law, freedom of navigation and 

maritime security, countering terrorism, tackling proliferation threat, HADR, development finance, 

cybersecurity, and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. However, the post-pandemic meeting 

of the Quad in Tokyo 2020 added phrases such as health security, resilient supply chains and counter 

disinformation[4] to the existing phrase list. 

 

In the view of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Quad managed to successfully convene Quad-plus virtual 

meetings with countries, such as South Korea, New Zealand ,Vietnam, Brazil and Israel. According to 

the Ministry of External Affairs, India, Quad-plus countries held “weekly telephonic conversations 

between 20 March 2020 to 15 May 2020 to share ideas and best practices among the countries in the 

Indo-Pacific region for responding to the unique and complex challenges presented by the COVID-19 

pandemic.”[5] The meetings strategized a co-ordinated response by the concerned countries to the deadly 

pandemic as well as “…medium-term planning for safe and sustained economic recovery and growth in 

the national economies; resilience and redundancies in vital supply chains building on mutual 

complementarities; and for speedy development and dissemination of vaccines and therapeutics…”[6]. 

Thus, the Quad is broadening its base by including several soft-security issues as well as the immediate 

problems faced by the participating nations. 
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The whole effort of convening the Quad-plus meeting is viewed as “an attempt to keep the Quad-plus 

countries within a certain sphere of influence and strategic direction.” [7] Further, it is also being 

interpreted as an attempt to forge functional coalitions with partners to address the issues on the plate.[8] 

However, it must be remembered that besides issuing statements, holding naval exercises and 

brainstorming solutions to the problems; the Quad as a grouping, has not done anything to counter the 

threat to the international order. It has not made collective use of the military muscle to ward off a 

specific hard-security challenge or intervene in the bilateral dispute of a member country with the third 

country. This is the precise strength of the Quad platform. It is handy for improving bilateral relations 

among the constituents, spreading the normative architecture throughout the region and creating a larger 

pool of stakeholders in the area.  The individual Quad nations have boosted bilateral relations among 

themselves post the first incarnation of the grouping. It presents a similar opportunity for ‘plus’ members 

to enhance bilateral ties with the rest of the countries. 

 

India is one of the four pillars of the Quad and is instrumental in shaping the normative response of the 

grouping to the regional events. India has always emphasised the normative aspect over all other 

aspects.[9] It is a responsible international actor and wields a tremendous moral weight in world politics. 

Due to its moderate behaviour in the past, India is viewed as a benign power. Thus, closer ties with India 

under the broader rubric of Quad bodes well for Taiwan in its quest of being recognised as an 

independent nation. Moreover, there are common interests between the two countries. 

  

Interests Underlying India-Taiwan Relations 

 

In the 25th year of the establishment of the representative offices in New Delhi and Taipei, India-Taiwan 

relations are on the upward trajectory amid the fast-changing geopolitical landscape of the Indo-Pacific. 

India and Taiwan do not have formal diplomatic ties owing to India’s sincere adherence to the ‘One-

China policy’. However, both countries decided to have representative offices in each other’s capitals – 

New Delhi established the India Taipei Association (ITA) in March 1995 in Taipei while Taiwan set up 

Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre (TECC) in New Delhi in the same year. TECC has further 

expanded in Indian metropolitan cities of Chennai, Kolkata, and Mumbai. Despite having semi-

diplomatic ties through the representative offices, both countries treaded cautiously while keeping 

Chinese sensitivities in mind. However, both the countries faced the wrath of China this year when the 
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world was busy fighting COVID-19 virus, albeit for different reasons. Thus, shadow of China looms 

large over India-Taiwanese bilateral relations. Besides the dark shadow of China, there are many inherent 

commonalities between India and Taiwan. More so, the two countries converge on the number of 

interests, especially when it comes to the Indo-Pacific. 

 

First, India and Taiwan are democracies with periodic and fair elections, smooth transition of power 

from one government to the next, freedom of press, and citizens having the right to express themselves 

with minimum state intervention. While India has been a democracy since its independence in 1947, 

Taiwan is a relatively a young democracy.[10] Second, both the countries are beneficiaries of rules-based 

international order in the maritime domain espoused by the US. The end of the Cold War allowed the 

US to dominate the region without any challenge and an unflinching US-led order emerged after 1991, 

which was based on specific rules and principles. Although Taiwan was a close partner of the US since 

the Cold War years, the post-Cold War order helped it further to sustain its economic momentum. While 

India was on the opposite side of the US during the Cold War, the post-1991 international order 

profoundly changed India’s economic landscape for better. Third, there is an overlap between Taiwan’s 

New Southbound Policy (NSP) inaugurated in 2016 and India’s Act East Policy (AEP) launched in 2014. 

Geographically, NSP and AEP overlap with each other. While NSP focuses on South Pacific, Southeast 

Asia and South Asia; AEP focuses on Southeast, East Asia and South Pacific. Additionally, both policies 

claim to focus on more or less the same areas such as connectivity, people-to-people contact, trade, and 

resource sharing. 

 

Fourth, the two countries heavily depend upon Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs) in the wider Indo-

Pacific for trade and energy security. Therefore, freedom of navigation and overflight and unhindered 

access to the global commons become critical necessities for them. Moreover, in the coming years, 

India’s dependence on the South China Sea and Taiwan’s reliance on the Indian Ocean will only increase 

further “as strategic interest will be added to the present basis of economic transaction and energy 

supply.”[11] Fifth, both Taiwan and India are at the receiving end of China’s bellicose behaviour, 

threatening the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the countries. China has continuously been 

violating Taiwanese airspace for the past few months.[12] It has, also, increased frequency of the war 

exercises in the Taiwan Strait. It won’t be far-fetched to claim that Taiwan is facing an existential crisis 

due to Chinese greed for grabbing yet another independent territory. On the Western front, China is 
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engaged in a tense standoff with India. In June 2020, both sides suffered casualties on account of Chinese 

aggression and disregard to the territorial integrity of India.[13] 

 

Understanding the criticality of the situation and desire to propel the bilateral ties, India and Taiwan 

recently appointed highly experienced diplomats “as de facto envoys in each other’s capital.”[14] 

Moreover, there is a talk of a bilateral trade deal that the two sides are negotiating seriously which 

hitherto was a strict no-go area for New Delhi due to the complexities involved.[15] The bilateral 

relationship got big thrust after Prime Minister Modi assumed power in New Delhi and President Tsai 

Ing-wen took over Taipei. In 2016, India-Taiwan Parliamentary Friendship Forum was established to 

forge closer ties between the members of legislatures of the two countries.[16] The move succeeded the 

establishment of Taiwan-India Parliamentary Friendship Association in Taipei in 2015.[17] In the same 

year, India almost sent its representatives to swearing-in ceremony of President Tsai. India got a chance, 

again in 2020, to send its parliamentarians for the inauguration of President Tsai’s second term, and this 

time it obliged virtually through an online presence. 

 

Indian and Taiwanese interests intersect on a host of other issues and principles such as post-COVID-19 

response and recovery, health security, resilient supply chains, cybersecurity, countering disinformation, 

and HADR. The commonality of interests and consensus on the fundamental principles in the conduct 

of foreign policy presents Taiwan a greater opportunity to get itself involved in the informal regional 

minilateral initiative, such as Quadrilateral Security Dialogue and work with the like-minded countries 

to further its interests. 

 

Taiwan: A Perfect Piece in the Quad Jigsaw? 

 

The island nation has done an incredible job to contain the COVID-19 pandemic despite being 

geographically situated near the source of the virus. Moreover, due to its exclusion from the WHO, 

Taiwan has been deprived of the first-hand information on the outbreak.[18] Also, lack of membership 

affected Taipei’s ability to share the best practices with the rest of the world through the WHO. However, 

by partnering the Quad in the ‘plus’ format, Taipei can reach to the wider audience with the best practices 

it followed to tame the pandemic. Each of the Quad country is a major regional power having ties with 

the countries in the neighbourhood. Thus, it is easy to assist a large number of countries through the 
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Quad platform. Further, the Quad membership does not hinge upon recognition of statehood, which 

makes it an ideal framework for Taipei to be a part of. 

 

Diversifying and rebuilding resilient supply chains is another significant agenda of the Quad, which finds 

deep resonance with Taipei. The COVID-19 shock has dawned the realisation on the island country of 

its overdependence on China and needs to diversify the same. It is already holding talks with the US, the 

EU and Japan.[19] Taiwanese companies want to move away from China and invest in the emerging Asian 

markets in line with its NSP.[20] Incidentally, the partners in the Quad formation like India and Vietnam 

have enormous capacity to become new hubs for the investments. Rather, some of these countries are 

thirsty for investments from the developed economies. Therefore, this is yet another reason for Taipei 

being a partner in the Quad formulation. 

 

The Quad architecture is not a formal alliance. It is coming together of like-minded countries for a 

purpose. The countries issue separate post-meeting statements. They are free to add the parts of the 

discussion that suit their geopolitical position. Therefore, Taiwan has the reason to participate in the 

‘plus’ format as a partner country and actively participate in the agenda-setting as well as brainstorming. 

The informality of the platform gives it enough space to show the intent but not go too far at the same 

time. As President Tsai has affirmed that the island nation does not want to act rashly by getting too 

close to the countries that China opposes[21], the Quad proves to be the best bet that the government can 

take while addressing the cross-strait relations. 

 

Membership of the Quad also presents an opportunity to shape the post-COVID regional order. Taiwan 

has always been a responsible rule-follower rather than a rule-maker. Taipei can contribute to building 

and propagating the normative component of the Quad. Having gained enormously by way of rules-

based international order, the island nation can help in fortifying the same principles to govern the post-

COVID world. Further, the membership will be an additional lever in the arsenal of Taiwan to deal with 

a reckless neighbour who is threatening its very existence. Taiwan can leverage its vast information 

repository on China. It can warn the Quad members regarding threats emerging out of that country just 

like it alerted the WHO regarding the risk of the pandemic before China made it public.[22] Similarly, it 

can flaunt its democracy by joining fellow democracies in the Quad format. It can set an example before 

people of China by presenting an alternative to single-party rule. The association with the Quad will 
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certainly help Taipei to gain some moral footing as an independent nation amid the depleting number of 

countries that still recognise Taiwan over China. 

 

Conclusion 

 

India-Taiwan relationship has experienced a gradual and sustained growth over the years. Although the 

ties have never seen a setback, there is still an enormous scope to enlarge them at an incredible speed. 

The countries have tried to institutionalise the bond through representative offices; yet it is not as broad-

based as it can be. Moreover, there is a genuine complaint that India and Taiwan come closer only when 

their ties with China sour. Both countries need to minimise the impact of the China factor, though it 

cannot be negated entirely. The Quad presents an ideal opportunity for Taiwan to broaden its association 

with not only India but also other like-minded countries. The Quad is no longer just about the security 

issues. It has enlarged its agenda, which is evident, especially from the past few months. Taiwan is a 

perfect fit in the Quad-plus format. It is a responsible nation that has always abided by the international 

laws and has much to offer in the development of the regional order through the Quad mechanism. It 

also stands to gain strategically by being a part of a still-evolving regional minilateral mechanism of the 

consequence.  
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THE QUAD: THROUGH THE LENS OF TAIWAN 
 

Joytishman Bhagawati 

 

Introduction 

 

On map, Taiwan looks like a tiny leaf nestled between an overshadowing China to the east and the vast 

expanse of the Pacific Ocean to the west. But when looked from the lens of strategic geography, Taiwan 

probably represents one of the most significant and extraordinary regions in the world, where any 

alteration in the prevailing security architecture might lead to a momentous change in the global world 

order. To put it bluntly, any successful invasion of Taiwan by Communist China would make the 

People’s Liberation Army (PLA) able to project power out of the first island chain with complete 

impunity, a potentially destabilizing factor for the prevailing “rules-based order” in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

 

No other country in the world is at a state of more heightened alertness to counter a looming Chinese 

invasion than the state of Taiwan. Repeated Chinese air and naval maneuvers around the Strait of Taiwan 

and unerring diplomatic pressure from Beijing to force a merger of the island with the mainland has 

created a sense of perpetual insecurity for the leadership in Taipei. In recent years, Xi Jinping’s China, 

emboldened by three decades of spectacular economic growth, has not only shed Deng Xiaoping’s 

strategy of “韜光養晦” [“keep a low profile”][1] but is rather openly promoting an aggressive pursuit of 

national power through the rapid modernization and expansion of the PLA. The most visible 

manifestation of this build-up has been seen in the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN), which since 

2013 has launched more warships, submarines and other vessels than the combined number of ships 

currently serving in the navies of India, Taiwan, Germany, Spain and the United Kingdom.[2] Beijing has 

also significantly notched up its capabilities in disruptive technologies, especially in the domains of 

autonomous fighting platforms, directed energy weapons, hypersonic weapons, artificial intelligence, 

quantum computing, space warfare, cyber warfare, next-generation genomics, internet of things and so 

on and so forth. Some of these technologies are already making an impact in warfighting today. 
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China’s massive military build-up has given it the confidence to embark on a nineteenth-century style 

territorial and maritime aggrandizement, express disdain for international law and engage in predatory 

trade practices. Beijing’s attempt to enforce an “order over law” in the region; as was witnessed in its 

rejection of the Hague based Permanent Court of Arbitration’s ruling on the South China Sea dispute as 

well as in its unilateral claims over several terrestrial and maritime features in the Indo-Pacific region; 

is being challenged albeit in limited capacities by like-minded democracies in the region. The QUAD 

countries and Taiwan are at the forefront of this effort to contain China and maintain the status-quo of 

power relations in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

The QUAD is based on the realization that a country with the size and capability of China needs the joint 

effort of like-minded democracies to be able to balance the power asymmetry. The primary objective of 

the QUAD is to preserve the “rules-based order” and maintain a “free and open Indo-Pacific region”.[3] 

That the QUAD’s main effort is to challenge China’s expansionism has been quite openly conveyed by 

the US Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo last month when he said that, “once we have institutionalized 

what we are doing, the four of us together, we can begin to build a true security framework, a fabric that 

can counter the challenge that the Chinese Communist Party presents to all of us”. [4] 

 

What does Taiwan make of the QUAD? 

 

A leaked confidential internal document of the Chinese Communist Party [CCP] known as the 

Communique on the Current State of the Ideological Sphere [or Document Number Nine] explicitly 

highlighted “western values” of democracy, freedom, civil society as dangerous for the survival of the 

CCP. [5] This reflects that threat from Communist China is not just towards the territory or economy, it 

encompasses the entire civilizational traditions, values and way of life of people residing in the 

democratic world. 

 

The crucial link that binds the countries of the QUAD with each other is democracy, which affirms that 

the member states believe in and stands for the rule of law and transparency. Taiwan being a vibrant 

democracy, shares mutually complementary interests with the QUAD. In fact, two of the most important 

allies of Taiwan are the US and Japan, while relations with India and Australia are steadily growing with 

pace.  
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The emergence of strong governments in each of the QUAD states and the commensurate rise of the 

pro-independence Democratic Progressive Party in Taiwan has given more impetus to developing closer 

ties between Taiwan and the QUAD members. Recently two senior officials of the Trump administration, 

Under-Secretary of State Keith Krach and Health Secretary Alex Azar visited Taiwan in the first such 

high-level visit in over four decades. [6] Previously, in May this year, two Members of Parliament from 

India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party virtually attended President Tsai’s swearing-in ceremony, defying 

Beijing’s opposition. [7] Australia, on its part, has re-affirmed “Taiwan’s important role in the Indo-

Pacific region” and backed the Island state’s participation in international organizations. [8] Japan, on the 

other hand, has become more explicit on Taiwan affairs under the Abe administration. Since Abe took 

office, Tokyo in its annual foreign policy report has consistently referred to Taiwan as “an important 

partner” rather than an “important region” as is mentioned in past reports. [9] Japan has also backed 

Taipei’s participation as an observer in the WHO. 

 

Besides gaining significant political recognition from the QUAD, Taiwan is also enhancing defense ties 

with the QUAD states. It has recently entered into several agreements with the US for the purchase of 

over $4 billion worth of weapon systems. [10] Military ties with India has also been on an upscale, albeit 

in a low-key manner. Reports suggests that Taipei’s intelligence sharing cooperation with New Delhi on 

Chinese military deployments is growing rapidly; and visits of serving Indian military officers to Taiwan 

are also increasingly commensurately. [11] Notwithstanding Chinese sensitivities, the US, Japan and India 

have also come forward to offer submarine technology to Taiwan for its indigenous submarine project.[12] 

Apparently Taiwan is also pushing Australia for closer security co-operation, especially on intelligence 

sharing of Chinese naval activities and deployments in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. [13] Although 

Taiwan’s participation in a potential QUAD 2.0 or QUAD Plus set-up is unlikely in the near future, 

nevertheless, President Tsai gave an indication of Taipei’s endorsement for the QUAD in her 2020 

National Day address by stating that “countries in this region have forged various alliances to ensure that 

their national security and democratic systems are not affected by external influences. This has already 

caused unprecedented changes to the region”. [14] 

 

If the QUAD offers the opportunity for Taiwan to strengthen its de facto political status and balance 

against China through capability enhancement, joint collaborations and greater economic linkages, 

Taiwan offers a lot more to the QUAD. This tiny Island is exceptionally important to the QUAD’s efforts 

to contain China within the first Island chain. Being situated off the main economic centers of China, 
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Taiwan provides a strategic location to deter Chinese aggression. Taiwan’s successful political system 

also helps in countering Chinese propaganda of democracy and Chinese society not being compatible 

with each other. In the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic; when the need for real-time information 

especially on secretive regimes like China and ensuring the security of supply chains has become more 

crucial than ever ; Taiwan’s ability to provide a useful source of reliable intelligence and assessment of 

China’s domestic and foreign affairs again provides the QUAD with a much-needed understanding of 

the Chinese mind.  

 

Despite facing formidable odds, Taiwan managed to successfully control the spread of Covid-19 

domestically and even assisted other countries in handling its impact. Taiwan’s ability to respond to the 

pandemic faster than any other nation and its responsible act of warning the WHO about the forthcoming 

virus pandemic emerging out of Wuhan; in stark contrast to China’s behavior; has brought renewed 

attention to the important contributions that Taiwan can offer to the international community. Unlike 

most countries in the region, Taiwan has also not let history affect its present-day ties with countries like 

Japan. Taipei refrained from partnering with either China or South Korea in raising the issue of Comfort 

Women against Japan, despite having endured similar experiences during the Japanese rule. [15] 

 

In spite of being isolated by the majority of the international community, Taiwan still holds a lot of 

weight diplomatically and economically. Its robust economy, substantial military strength, geopolitical 

position, advanced information warfare capabilities etc. holds a lot of leverage for the QUAD against 

China. Taiwan therefore, remains a significantly effective card to deal with any Chinese provocations. 

 

QUAD and Taiwan: The Primacy of India 

 

Among the four QUAD states, India is the least connected with Taiwan economically, militarily, socially 

and politically. However, the future of the QUAD and Taiwan’s territorial integrity by extension, 

depends a lot on the direction that India’s military and security policies take with regard to the QUAD. 

The other three members of the grouping are already engaged in security alliances with each other. India, 

on the other hand, shares an over 2000 km land border with China and has been confronting China’s 

“stealth aggression” on a regular basis. Moreover, India is the only proximate country in the Indo-pacific 

region with a considerable size, population and economic growth to match China. Therefore, for Taipei 
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to align its interests with the QUAD, it is extremely important to have a shared perspective on regional 

dynamics with New Delhi. 

 

There is a lot of historical baggage, more than other factors, which has been posing a hindrance to forging 

better ties between India and Taiwan. India was one of the first countries in the world to officially 

recognize the People’s Republic of China in 1950, only to find China invade the buffer region of Tibet 

later in the same year. Although Indian foreign policy today is more pragmatic, the Nehruvian legacy of 

looking at Taiwan under China’s shade continues to be ineffectively practiced. Taiwan’s “historical 

obstinacy” on the India-China border and similar claims vis-à-vis China on the South China Sea have 

also been minor irritants in relations with India. [16] But in 2005 Taiwan suspended the 1993 Policy 

Guidelines for the South China Sea, effectively discontinuing its claim over the maritime areas in the 

South China Sea. [17] Moreover, since the DPP government’s publicly stated objective of declaring 

formal independence of Taiwan, the “One China” principle which resembled that of China will no longer 

be of any consternation for New Delhi until the DPP remains in power in Taipei. However, if the pro-

China Kuomintang returns to power in Taiwan, relations with India might get affected. 

 

In recent times, Beijing’s nefarious activities in the India-China border and support for Pakistan have 

forced Indian government to rethink its approach towards China and Taiwan. In the aftermath of the 

Galwan clash between Indian and Chinese troops which led to the loss of over 20 Indian soldiers, Indian 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said “China says one thing and does the opposite”, displaying the trust 

deficit between the two countries. [18] 

 

As ties sour with China, India appointed one of its senior diplomats, Gaurangalal Das as its representative 

to Taipei. This was reciprocated by Taiwan soon after by posting Baushuan Ger, who was the director 

of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, as its new envoy to New Delhi. [19] In an indication of Taipei’s 

increased attention towards India, apart from introducing the New Southbound Policy aimed at 

enhancing cooperation with South and Southeast Asia, the leadership in Taipei increased its outreach to 

the Indian community to enhance people-to-people ties. President Tsai led the initiative by tweeting on 

various occasions, pictures of her previous India visit, displaying her fondness for Indian food and 

wishing Indians on the festival of Diwali.[20] She also wished Modi on his birthday, which the Indian 

Prime Minister failed to acknowledge. Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister, Joseph Wu appeared on 
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the Indian press, earning protests from Beijing. [21] He also hosted a big Diwali celebration in the Taipei 

Guest House to enhance ties with India. [22] 

  

The Indian government have also managed to woo a lot of Taiwanese companies to India. Leading 

Taiwanese brands like Foxconn has already set up plants and started production in India. There were 

also some reports suggesting that the Indian government is about to launch trade talks with Taiwan, but 

was later denied by some “sources” in the Indian government. [23] However, the fact that there were no 

official comments from either side on this issue, despite being requested by the media, suggests that 

some formal/informal talks might have happened between the two countries. As already mentioned, a 

lot of cooperation is also happening behind the scene between the two countries. The fact that India was 

allowed to bid for a project of such high strategic value like a submarine, suggests that Taiwan-India 

relations have certainly reached a higher pedestal. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The current power transition in the Indo-Pacific region marked by the decline of America’s global power 

and China’s rapid rise impinge upon the national security calculus of all members of the international 

community, especially the Asian states which are directly affected by this transition. The QUAD has 

come up as a natural response to counter this growing Chinese threat in the Indo-Pacific region. It is 

another manifestation of the truism in International Relations, i.e., state policies are guided by their 

national interests, the pursuit of which may require them to balance against an adversary by allying with 

other like-minded partners. In that context, there is a high level of strategic convergence between the 

QUAD states and Taiwan. 

 

Although the QUAD is not [yet] a military alliance, it is also not just a political alliance either. A military 

dimension to the QUAD is quite evident in the display of the extremely sophisticated Malabar series of 

annual naval exercises, which also became quadrilateral recently with the joining of the Royal Australian 

Navy as a full member this year. China being the primary focus of the QUAD and Taiwan being de facto 

positioned as a sovereign Chinese-speaking nation and geopolitically situated off the coast of China, the 

QUAD has a considerable stake in Taiwan’s security. However, despite the current decay in the bilateral 

relations of the QUAD members with China, it is difficult to foresee Taiwan even becoming an observer 

participant of the QUAD or a future QUAD-Plus bloc. It is therefore, extremely crucial for the QUAD 
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members to increase with individual collaboration with Taiwan, as being on the frontline, the Taiwanese 

people have mastered the art of countering Chinese propaganda. To enhance greater cooperation with 

Taiwan and other like-minded democracies, the QUAD members, especially India should also shed their 

traditional reticence and work collectively towards an Indo-Pacific Charter with the firm objective of 

containing China. 
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