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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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BIDEN: ‘WE WANT TO RETURN’1 

The United States’ president-elect, Joe Biden, considers 

returning to JCPOA as he has mentioned in a recent 

interview. He believes it to be the best way to avoid more 

conflict in the Middle East. Biden, in a New York Times 

interview published on Wednesday, reiterated that the US 

would rejoin the agreement, known officially as the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) if Iran returns to 

‘strict compliance’. Under the accord, Iran had agreed to 

curtail its nuclear development in exchange for sanctions 

relief. Biden said a return to the agreement, which would 

include lifting the sanctions imposed by the 

administration of President Donald Trump, would serve 

as a ‘starting point’ to follow-on negotiations. Trump 

unilaterally withdrew from the deal in 2018, and has since 

imposed a campaign of ‘maximum pressure’ sanctions 

against Iran. Such an approach may seem farfetched, 

since the United States has shown little commitment 

towards Iran in the past 3 to 4 years. Iran may need to see 

more than a few steps from the US before taking one step 

towards her. 

   

  

  

IRAN, PUSHING FOR LESS 

LIMITATIONS2 

With little to no act of good faith from the United States and 

other signatories, Iran’s parliament has passed a new bill 

which reduces Iran’s commitment to the JCPOA even 

further. The Strategic Act to Revoke Sanctions was 

approved by the powerful 12-member vetting body Guardian 

Council with extraordinary speed on Wednesday despite 

government opposition. Hours before the oversight body 

greenlit the legislation, President Hassan Rouhani said the 

bill would be ‘harmful’ to diplomatic efforts aimed at 

restoring the embattled 2015 nuclear deal signed between 

Iran and world powers. Members of parliament – furious 

with the Friday assassination of top nuclear and military 

scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh and what they perceive as 

Iran’s lack of adequate response – charged ahead unfazed. 
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KURD ON KURD3 

Fears are growing of a full-fledged war between Turkey’s 

outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and forces of 

the ruling Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in this 

autonomous region of northern Iraq. Tensions between the 

two sides are increasing amid a military standoff on the 

Iraq-Turkey border, with civilians on both sides strongly 

rejecting any possible intra-Kurdish confrontation. The 

tensions initially began when the KRG-led Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (KDP) accused the PKK of 

assassinating Ghazi Salih, a security official working at the 

Sarzer border crossing in Duhok province on October 8. 

The PKK has an estimated 5,000 fighters stationed largely 

in Iraqi Kurdistan’s rugged mountainous areas. The group 

is designated a “terrorist organisation” by Turkey, the 

European Union, and the United States. Decades-long 

clashes between Ankara and the PKK have led to tens of 

thousands of deaths in both Turkey and northern Iraq. 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

IT IS EXTREMLY HARD TO LIVE IN 

GAZA5 

Since Israel’s blockade on the Gaza Strip in 2007 till now, 

life has turned into a total nightmare for the people in the 

strip. Specially, those with disabilities. People with 

disabilities can face an ‘extraordinarily difficult’ life in the 

Gaza Strip due to the Israeli blockade and lack of assistance 

from Hamas which governs the enclave, a Human Rights 

Watch (HRW) report said. Two million Palestinians live in 

the poverty and conflict-plagued enclave wedged between 

Israel, Egypt and the Mediterranean Sea. In a report 

released on Thursday, the International Day of Persons 

with Disabilities, HRW said the blockade Israel imposed in 

2007 on the territory following Hamas’s rise to power 

‘robbed people with disabilities in Gaza of their freedom of 

movement’. Emina Cerimovic, senior researcher in HRW’s 

disability rights division, said Israeli control of Gaza’s 

eastern border had also impaired ‘access to the devices, 

electricity, and technology they need to communicate or 

leave their homes’. 
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GULF DISPUTE AT AN EVIDENT 

END4  

Jared Kushner is trying to earn one extra score for the 

Trump administration before its demise. Qatar and Saudi 

Arabia are close to striking a preliminary agreement to end 

a dispute that has pitted the Gulf neighbours against each 

other for more than three years, sources told Al Jazeera. 

The expected deal comes after United States President 

Donald Trump’s adviser Jared Kushner arrived in the Gulf 

region as part of a last-ditch effort to resolve the Gulf crisis, 

before the Trump administration leaves office in January. 

Kushner’s tour included meetings with Saudi Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh earlier this week, and 

with the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 

Thani, in Doha on Wednesday. On Wednesday, the Wall 

Street Journal (WSJ) quoted US officials as saying that the 

main focus of the talks would be to resolve a dispute over 

allowing Qatari planes to fly through the airspace of Saudi 

Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). As the price 

for lifting the blockade, the involved nations set a 13-point 

ultimatum for Qatar, which included shutting down Al 

Jazeera Media Network. 
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