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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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ROHANI: ‘WE ARE READY IF 

THEY ARE1 

President Hassan Rouhani, announced recently that the 

JCPOA is not beyond saving and Iran is ready to go back 

to its commitments. He claimed that this agreement 

requires no further negotiations. It is despite recent 

escalations following the assassination of a top nuclear 

scientist. Rouhani said United States President Donald 

Trump ‘scribbled on a piece of paper’ in May 2018, 

unilaterally withdrawing from the nuclear deal. ‘The next 

person can put up a nice piece of paper and sign it and it 

just needs a signature, we’ll be back where we were. It 

takes no time and needs no negotiations,’ Rouhani said in 

a televised cabinet speech on Wednesday. ‘And it’s not 

just about the US. The P4+1 can return to all their 

commitments and we will do the same,’ he said in reference 

to France, Germany, the United Kingdom, China, and 

Russia, the other signatories of the nuclear deal. However, 

US President-elect Joe Biden and Europe have signaled 

that while they wish to restore the nuclear deal, they 

believe it needs to be renegotiated and extended. 

   

  

  

TRUMP’S LAST STEPS IN THE 

MIDDLE EAST2 

As the timer reaches zero on Donald Trump’s time as the 

POTUS, he is calling for unity and not in his own country, 

but in the Persian Gulf. ‘Assuming nothing really bad 

happens in the next two months, it will be said that Trump 

restored the confidence of all of our partners and allies in an 

American presence and commitment to the region,’ James 

Jeffrey, the recently-retired U.S. special representative for 

Syria engagement and the special envoy to the Global 

Coalition to Defeat ISIS, told The Media Line. ‘There’s a 

heavy American strategic interest in mending this fracture 

[in the Gulf Cooperation Council], and it ties directly into 

what the Trump administration sees as its major foreign 

policy achievements,’ Dr. Roby Barnett, a non-resident 

scholar at the Middle East Institute, told The Media Line. 
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IRAN KEEPS DEFYING US 

SANCTIONS3 

For sanctions to work, they should either come from an 

international organization or be issued by a state with 

internationally recognized authority. Although, many 

states follow into the footsteps of the United States, there 

are also those who do not believe in the legitimacy of these 

steps. Venezuela resides in the latter group. That is why 

Iran is sending its biggest fleet yet of tankers to Venezuela 

in defiance of U.S. sanctions to help the isolated nation 

weather a crippling fuel shortage, according to people with 

knowledge of the matter. The Nicolas Maduro regime is 

widening its reliance on Iran as an ally of last resort after 

even Russia and China have avoided challenging the U.S. 

ban on trade with Venezuela. Sanctions have made it 

difficult to import parts or hire contractors, and the 

Maduro regime is running out of cash. Consequently, the 

two nations are also discussing ways for Iran to help 

Venezuela overhaul its Cardon refinery, the last fuel plant 

there to operate more or less regularly, people with 

knowledge of the situation said. 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

RISE IN CYBERATTACKS IN THE 

MIDDLE EAST5 

Staying at home may have decreased the risk of getting 

infected with COVID-19, but as more and more of everyday 

lives turned online, so did the risk of getting infected by 

cyber viruses. UAE cyber chief warns Middle East region is 

facing a “cyber pandemic” as hackers take advantage of 

COVID-19-related digital adoption. ‘As we moved into a full 

online life, we saw a huge increase in many of those attacks,’ 

Mohamed al-Kuwaiti, head of UAE Government Cyber 

Security, told a CNBC-moderated panel at the Gulf 

Information Security Expo and Conference in Dubai on 

Sunday. The UAE has seen an ‘at least 250% increase’ in 

cyberattacks this year, Al Kuwaiti said, as the pandemic 

forced organizations around the world to reconsider how and 

where they work and hackers and malicious actors took 

advantage of increased digital adoption. ‘There is a cyber 

pandemic, not only a biological pandemic,’ he said. 
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SAUDI ARABIA AGAINST IRAN; 

WHAT A SHOCKER!!!4  

While president-elect Joe Biden talks of returning to the 

JCPOA, the Saudi Arabia -Iran’s arch enemy in the region 

-shows concerns. The Saudi foreign minister, Prince Faisal 

bin Farhan,said on Saturday: ‘Primarily what we expect is 

that we are fully consulted, that we and our other regional 

friends are fully consulted in what goes on vis a vis the 

negotiations with Iran.’ Saudi Arabia has been targeted 

with dozens of ballistic missile and drone attacks since the 

start of last year, including a devastating strike on 

Aramco’s facilities in the country’s east, which temporarily 

knocked out half of the kingdom’s crude output. That 

strike was claimed by the Tehran-backed Houthi rebels in 

Yemen, where Saudi Arabia is backing the internationally 

recognised government, but the US said it involved cruise 

missiles from Iran. The minister also indicated the kingdom 

would maintain relations with Trump – after four years of 

extremely warm ties, notably between Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman and Trump’s son-in-law, Jared 

Kushner. 
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