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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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SAUDI FORCES HAVING NO 

AMPATHY1 

According to human rights current reports, many 

migrants are being detained in Saudi Arabia for not 

having valid residency permits. The report, released on 

Tuesday, quoted detainees as saying they were held in 

extremely overcrowded rooms and that guards tortured 

and beat them with rubber-coated metal rods, leading to 

at least three allegations of deaths in custody between 

October and November. HRW said it spoke last month to 

seven Ethiopians being held and two Indians who were 

recently deported. All of them said they were kept in small 

rooms in a detention center with up to 350 others. Two of 

the detainees said they had been held for more than a year. 

All of these violations of human rights are happening in 

the very same state that requested to be a voting member 

in the United Nation’s human rights committee. A thirsty 

Dracula sucking out the blood of millions in the region, 

demanding a say in the affairs regarding human rights!  

  

  

MEETING AFTER MEETING WITH NO 

TANGIBLE CHANGE2 

While Iran keeps violating more clauses of thee JCPOA, as a 

response to the signatories’ lack of faith, all the signatories 

except the United States held a virtual meeting to discuss 

ways of easing the ever-increasing tensions. Senior diplomats 

from Iran and major powers have met online to discuss the 

state of a nuclear deal that is eroding despite conciliatory 

signals from United States President-elect Joe Biden. Iran’s 

execution of dissident journalist Ruhollah Zam on Saturday 

has further soured the diplomatic atmosphere. ‘Instead of 

condemning the cowardly assassination of Iran’s prominent 

nuclear scientist, the three European governments 

condemned the legal punishment of a guilty individual,’ said 

Araghchi. The JCPOA promises Iran economic incentives in 

exchange for curbs on its nuclear program, but with the 

reinstatement of US sanctions, the other nations have been 

struggling to provide Iran the assistance it seeks. Without 

any sweeteners, the situation remains too bitter for Iran to 

abide by the agreement. After all, Iran cannot be the only 

party that follows the rules of the game! 
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KHAMENEI: ‘WE WILL PAY THEM 

BACK’3 

While meeting with the family of the deceased major 

general Qasem Soleimani, Iran’s supreme leader Ali 

Hosseini Khamenei restated his demand of revenge against 

this clear act of war. Khamenei said on Wednesday the US 

will pay for the President Donald Trump-ordered drone 

strike that killed the commander near the Baghdad airport 

on January 3. According to the supreme leader, the 

millions of people who marched across Iran following 

Soleimani’s assassination delivered a ‘harsh slap’ in the 

face of the US. ‘However, the harsher slap includes 

overcoming the empty hegemony of arrogance,’ he said 

during the meeting in Tehran, which was also attended by 

organizers of commemorations for the first anniversary of 

Soleimani’s assassination. But Khamenei said such 

responses are separate from retaliation on those who 

ordered the killing and those who carried it out. In other 

words, according to him, EVERYBODY will eventually 

pay! 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

UN SECURITY COUNCIL: ‘HELP 

LIBYA’5 

The United Nations’ Security Council has approved of 

appointing a new envoy to Libya. Veteran Bulgarian 

diplomat Nickolay Mladenov will take over from acting 

Special Representative Steffanie William, in charge of 

leading negotiations in the war-torn country since the 

resignation of former envoy Ghassan Salame in March. The 

appointments end months of bickering among council 

members sparked by a US push to split the Libya role, with 

one person running the UN political mission and another 

focused on conflict mediation. The Security Council agreed 

to that proposal in September, but Russia and China 

abstained. In October, the two major sides in the country’s 

war – the internationally recognised Government of 

National Accord (GNA) and Khalifa Haftar’s eastern-based 

Libyan National Army (LNA) – agreed a ceasefire. The 

council also reiterated a call for the withdrawal of all foreign 

fighters and mercenaries from Libya.  
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BAHRAIN’S HUMAN RIGHTS 

ACTIVISTS DEMAND MORE4  

Human rights situations are getting worse day after day in 

Bahrain. As a result, activists in the country sent letters to 

the US president elect, Joe Biden, to revise the US policies 

regarding Bahrain. In Wednesday’s joint letter,18 

organisations including Freedom House, International 

Press Institute and Bahrain Institute for Rights and 

Democracy highlighted several measures undertaken by 

the kingdom’s government over the past decade, including 

the banning of all opposition parties and the tenfold 

increase in death sentences since 2017. ‘Bahrain’s 2011 

Arab Spring uprising, which saw thousands peacefully 

protest to demand democratic change, was violently and 

brutally suppressed by the Al Khalifa regime of Bahrain, 

in a barrage of human rights violations followed by the 

imposition of draconian measures,’ the letter said. The 

signatories bring attention to the case of unjustly 

imprisoned opposition figures, activists and human rights 

defenders who are being held in deplorable prison 

conditions and are routinely denied medical care. The 

current government has also oppressed freedom of speech 

and made judicial harrassment a commonality! 

 

Editor: 

Sahand EP Faez  

 

Centre for Studies on South 

Asia and the Middle East, 

National Chung Hsing 

University, Taichung, Taiwan 

 

Email:submissions.cssame@g

mail.com 

Tel: +886-4-22840310 

 


