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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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HERE IS THE STICK, WHERE IS 

THE CARROT1 

While the new POTUS is coming to office, the previous 

one is insistent on leaving behind a legacy as volatile as 

possible. As soon as Joe Biden was declared the winner of 

the 2020 race for presidency of the United States, Donald 

Trump began his harshest treatments towards Iran, ‘the 

likes of which no one has ever seen’. The United States 

flew strategic bombers over the Gulf on Wednesday for the 

second time this month, in what Washington says is a 

show of force meant to deter Iran from attacking 

American or allied targets in the Middle East. One senior 

US military officer said the flight by two Air Force B-52 

bombers was in response to signals that Iran may be 

planning attacks against US allied targets in neighboring 

Iraq or elsewhere in the region in the coming days, even as 

President-elect Joe Biden prepares to take office. The 

irony is the vague feature of all these so called official 

statements. Iran ‘may’ be planning an attack; or Iran is 

‘almost definitely’ behind the latest attacks.  

  

  

QATAR FIGHTING TOOTH TO NAIL 

FOR ITS SHARE2 

Qatar has been on the wrong side of the Saudi led coalition 

for many years. It is accused of being ‘too friendly’ with Iran 

and supporting terrorism. As the GCC summit’s day closes 

by, so does the hope for a deal to end such hostilities. There 

are some reports of a potential deal in the summit which will 

be held on Jan-5th. Qatar has repeatedly denied the 

allegations and said there was ‘no legitimate justification’ for 

the severance of relations and accused its neighbors of 

attacking its sovereignty. The blockading quartet also issued 

a list of 13 demands, including the closure of the Al Jazeera 

Media Network as well as a Turkish military base, which 

Qatar promptly rejected. Analysts say the various players 

are approaching the crisis differently, but Riyadh has stood 

out as the one pushing for a resolution as it seeks to soften 

criticism from United States President-elect Joe Biden. The 

kingdom’s efforts are also in sync with US President Donald 

Trump’s outgoing administration, which is trying to ‘score a 

diplomatic gain’ in the Gulf. 
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WASHING BLOOD WITH MONEY3 

According to the latest reports, the Iranian government 

has promised a USD 150,000 compensation package for the 

families of the victims of the Ukrainian plane which 

crashed recently. On 08-Jan-2020 the Ukraine 

International Flight 752 crashed in Tehran resulting in 176 

deaths. Later on, it was revealed that the plane was shot 

down by Iranian missiles.  Iran’s government has pledged 

to pay $150,000 to each of the families of the victims.  

President Hassan Rouhani’s cabinet approved the sum, or 

its equivalent in euros, in a meeting on Wednesday, 

according to a statement published by the presidential 

office’s department of legal affairs.  The office said the 

cabinet stressed that the funds must be paid to the families 

‘without any discrimination based on nationality or 

citizenship, in accordance with the relative and 

implementable rules of the deceased’s countries’. The 

amount being considerable notwithstanding, it will not 

bring back those burned in flames; nor will it ease the pain 

their families are feeling. As long as there is fighting in the 

region, for whatever excuses, there will be victims. 

      

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

MORE AND MORE DIE BY ISRAELI 

HANDS5 

After 53 years of tension and bloodshed, Israeli hands are 

drenched with blood. Yet, they seem immune to the guilt of 

taking so many lives as every day we hear more news of 

Israeli soldiers killing Palestinian or Syrians.  One Syrian 

soldier has been killed and several others wounded in an 

Israeli attack on a military position in the Damascus 

countryside near the Zabadani Valley, state news agency 

SANA says, citing a military source. ‘ Today at 01:30 (22:30 

GMT) the Israeli enemy carried out an air aggression with 

missile bursts from the northern Galilee, targeting a unit of 

our air defence forces in the Nabi Habeel area’  the military 

source said on Wednesday.  The Britain-based Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights said the number of wounded 

had risen at five, two of them in grave condition.  The raids 

had also targeted and destroyed Hezbollah rocket and 

ammunition depots near the town of Zabadani close to the 

Lebanese border, the war monitor said. People keep dying 

day after day; why? 
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THE WAR MUST GO ON!!!4  

On Wendnsday 30-Dec-2020, a big blast took many lives at 

the Yemeni airport in Aden. The blast happened just a few 

minutes after the plane carrying the Yemeni government 

officials arriaved from Saudi Arabia.  Yemen’s Interior 

Ministry said at least 22 people were killed and 50 were 

wounded in the blast.  The source of the explosion was not 

immediately clear and no group claimed responsibility for 

attacking the airport. No one on the government plane was 

hurt.  Hours after the attack, a second explosion was heard 

around Aden’s Maasheq presidential palace where the 

cabinet members including Prime Minister Maeen 

Abdulmalik, as well as the Saudi ambassador to Yemen, 

had been taken to safely, residents and local media said.  

Yemen’s Information Minister Moammar Al-Eryani 

blamed the attack on the Iran-backed Houthi rebels, 

adding that all the members of the government were safe.  

The Houthis denied responsibility for the attack. The war 

in Yemen is becoming 6 years old with more than 112,000 

lives under its belt. With such blasts, a peaceful resolution 

seems farther and further away. The way it seems for the 

time being, the war must go on!!! 
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