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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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NOW STEEL, WHAT IS NEXT?!?1 

It seems as if until the very last minute, Donald Trump 

wishes to put more and more strains on Iran’s economy in 

terms of different sanctions. Just days after the results of 

the presidential elections, Iran’s entire financial sector 

went under US sanctions. Now, the Trump administration 

has put the noose of sanctions around the steel industry’s 

neck. With only weeks left in power, United States 

President Donald Trump’s administration is showing no 

signs of letting up on its maximum pressure campaign 

against Iran’s economy. The blacklisted entities include a 

China-based supplier of graphite electrodes needed in steel 

production as well as 12 Iranian steel and metals 

producers.  Three foreign-based sales agents of Iranian 

metals and mining holding companies were also targeted 

in Tuesday’s actions. The sanctions freeze any US assets 

of the blacklisted companies and entities and generally bar 

Americans from dealing with them. However, president-

elect Joe Biden, set to take office on January 20, has said 

his administration will return the US to the Obama-era 

deal if Iran resumes compliance. 

  

  

QATAR; HAPPY BUT CAUTIOUS2 

While Qatar and her citizens are happy for a newly found 

peace in the region, they are also cautious. Many in Qatar 

still do not trust the Arab coalition’s intentions. Gulf leaders 

signed a ‘solidarity and stability’ agreement towards ending 

the diplomatic rift with Qatar at a summit in Saudi Arabia, 

the dialogue taking place amid a breakthrough in the dispute 

that started in June 2017. Many Qataris received the latest 

developments with mixed feelings, saying they are relieved 

there is progress and the opening of the land border but 

remain concerned about the future. ‘I was happy to hear 

[about the reconciliation] but I worry because of the trust … 

the trust is not there anymore,’ Ajayan al-Hebabi, a Qatari 

entrepreneur, told Al Jazeera. Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain cut diplomatic 

and trade ties and imposed a land, sea and air blockade on 

Qatar in June 2017. The quartet accused Doha of, among 

other things, supporting “terrorist” groups and being too 

close to Iran, allegations Qatar has consistently denied. 
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HERE IT COMES; THE NEW NEW 

COVID3 

On Tuesday 05-Jan-2020, Iran reported its first case of the 

newly found mutated coronavirus. It was brought into 

Iran by a male passenger from the United Kingdom. 

“Unfortunately, we found the first case of the mutated 

British COVID-19 from a dear compatriot who had 

returned from England … and who was admitted to one of 

our private hospitals,” Namaki told state TV.  The country 

has officially recorded 55,748 deaths and 1,255,620 

infections since announcing its first cases in February last 

year. And now, with this new new COVID-19 or COVID-

20 for lack of a better word, the death tolls are destined to 

rise up once more.  In late December, Iran said it was due 

to start testing a domestically produced coronavirus 

vaccine on human subjects as the country continues to face 

difficulties in importing sufficient quantities of vaccines 

due to US sanctions. As it goes, only God knows the future 

which stands before the country. 

       

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

S.KOREAN DELEGATION HEADED TO 

TEHRAN5 

Earlier this week, Iran seized a South Korean sea vessel in 

the Persian Gulf. Some say it was seized to act as a leverage 

for unfreezing over $7b worth of Iranian assets in South 

Korea. ‘In the earliest possible time, a working-level 

delegation led by the regional director will be dispatched to 

Iran to try to resolve the issue on the ground through 

bilateral negotiations,’ South Korea’s foreign ministry 

spokesman Choi Young-sam told a briefing in Seoul on 

Tuesday. Iranian state TV previously cited a Tehran 

government official as saying South Korea’s Vice Foreign 

Minister Choi Jong-kun was already scheduled to visit 

before the seizure of the tanker Hankuk Chemi to discuss 

Iran’s demand that the frozen funds be released. News of the 

visits came as South Korea’s foreign ministry called in the 

Iranian ambassador to Seoul for a meeting and urged the 

early release of the tanker and its crew of 20. It was carrying 

a cargo of more than 7,000 tons of ethanol when it was seized 

on Monday over what Iranian media said were pollution 

violations. 
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IRAN DEMANDS JUSTICE4  

On year has passed since Donald Trump gave the order to 

assasinate Major Genral Qasem Soleimani in Syria; and 

called it removal of a key terrorist leader. While Iranians 

were mourning the loss of their fellow Iranian, the officials 

did promise to retaliate. They promised to pay the Trump 

administration back in full with interest. Iranian judiciary 

spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaili announced during a 

press conference on Tuesday that Iran has requested the 

international police organisation to arrest Trump and 47 

other American officials identified as playing a role in the 

assassination of top general Qassem Soleimani last year. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is very seriously following 

up on pursuing and punishing those who ordered and 

executed this crime,” Esmaili told reporters. The 

assassination was deemed to be against international law 

by Agnes Callamard, the United Nations Special 

Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 

executions. Yet, nobody is knocking on the whitehouse 

door to arrest Donald Trump for giving the go ahead. It 

was a war crime, and despite the admission of the 

international community, nobody holds the perpetrator 

accountable! 
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