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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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AL-QAEDA IN IRAN; THE LATEST 

AMERICAN ACCUSATION1 

The current US administration seems dead set on leaving 

as much baggage for the next as it possibly can. The latest 

punch was Pompeo’s unfounded claim of Iran harboring 

the terrorist group, Al-Qaeda. US Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo said on Tuesday al-Qaeda has a new home base in 

Iran, though he offered no evidence in a speech in 

Washington, DC, a claim Iran immediately rebuffed. 

Pompeo said al-Qaeda had centralized its leadership inside 

Tehran and that deputies of leader Ayman al-Zawahiri are 

currently there. Shia-ruled Iran and predominantly Sunni 

al-Qaeda have long been considered foes in the region, and 

while there has been reporting of al-Qaeda operatives 

using Iranian territory, claims of heightened coordination 

have previously been met with skepticism within the 

intelligence community and Congress. Iranian foreign 

minister Mohammad Javad Zarif swiftly accused Pompeo 

of “warmongering lies” in a tweet denouncing the claims. 

  

  

THERE SEEMS TO BE NO END TO 

ISRAEL’S TYRANNY2 

This Wednesday, Israel raided several targets in Syria near 

its border with Iraq. More than 18 heavy bombardments 

which killed no fewer than 10 Syrian soldiers and 47 allied 

fighters. At least 37 others were also wounded in the raids, 

according to the London-based monitor. A senior US 

intelligence official with knowledge of the attack told The 

Associated Press that the raids were carried out with 

intelligence provided by the United States and targeted a 

series of warehouses in Syria that were being used as a part 

of the pipeline to store and stage Iranian weapons. The US 

official, who requested anonymity to speak about sensitive 

national security matters, said Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo discussed the raid with Yossi Cohen, chief of Israel’s 

spy agency Mossad, at a public meeting in popular 

Washington restaurant Café Milano on Monday. Local news 

source DeirEzzor24 said a number of warehouses and sites 

belonging to pro-Iranian militias were hit in the area. The 

attacks were the second wave of Israeli raids in Syria in less 

than a week. 
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NO VACCINE FOR THE  

PALESTINIANS3 

Israel is preventing the Palestinians in occupied territories 

from receiving any dose of vaccine for the COVID-19 virus.  

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu received a 

coronavirus vaccine jab on December 19, kicking off a 

national roll-out that has made Israel the world’s COVID-

19 vaccination drive leader.  But while Israel’s vaccination 

campaign even includes Jewish settlers living deep inside 

the illegally occupied West Bank, it will exclude the nearly 

five million Palestinians living under occupation there or 

in the blockaded Gaza Strip.  They will have to wait for the 

cash-strapped Palestinian Authority (PA), which 

administers parts of the West Bank under interim peace 

agreements signed in the 1990s, to provide the jabs. If the 

vaccines are delayed, it would mean more deaths as well as 

more lockdowns and economic pain. The pandemic has 

brought the economy to a near standstill and put an 

already vulnerable health system under strain. In Gaza, 

under an Israeli and Egyptian-imposed blockade since 

2007, the situation is more critical. 

        

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

HOW MANY MORE SANCTIONS WILL 

THERE BE???5 

Day after day, the US administration keeps issuing new 

blacklists and putting more Iranian organizations under 

sanctions. As a result, more and more Iranians are facing 

hardship in Iran. People who have nothing to do with 

politics and simply wish to live their lives as normal as 

possible.  The United States on Wednesday blacklisted two 

Iranian foundations controlled by Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and their subsidiaries, saying the 

institutions enabled Iran’s elite to sustain a “corrupt” 

system of ownership over large parts of the economy. “These 

institutions enable Iran’s corrupt leaders to exploit a system 

of ownership over a wide range of sectors of Iran’s 

economy,” US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in a 

statement. The truth of the matter is that Iran is a mainly 

government run country. However, most of the employees 

in these organizations, have no political agenda.  
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CRYPTOCURRENCIES EATING UP 

IRAN’S POWER4  

Iran is faced with several power outages lately. Most of 

them seem to be the result of Iranians mining 

cryptocurrencies which consumes a lot of power.  Cities 

across Iran have been cloaked in thick layers of toxic smog 

and darkened by blackouts, as the alleged use of low-

quality fuel and power-sucking cryptocurrency mining 

deepen the country’s hardships.  The outages have been 

compounded by the mining of Bitcoin and other 

cryptocurrencies, which uses banks of high-powered 

computers to verify the legitimacy of transactions and 

create units of digital coin, government officials have said.  

U.S. sanctions that have isolated Iran from global financial 

institutions have fueled a surge in cryptocurrency mining 

in the Islamic Republic, which has some of the cheapest 

electricity in the world.  The strains on the electricity grid 

led the government to start cracking down on illegal 

mining operations, and about 6,000 mining machines were 

recently confiscated in Markazi province, the managing 

director of the Markazi Electricity Supply Co., told ISNA.  

The heavy pollution and power shortages are coming at a 

time when the country is battling COVID-19. 
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