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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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IRAN’S SHOW OF POWER1 

In response to the US B-52 bombers flying over the 

Persian Gulf, Iran held yet another military drill to 

showcase her military capabilities. In what is the fifth 

military show of force in two weeks, the army’s ground 

forces held land, air, and sea war games along the coast of 

Makran and the Sea of Oman. State broadcaster aired 

dramatic footage of dozens of Iranian soldiers parachuting 

out of aeroplanes while images released by the army show 

attack helicopters, tanks and missiles in combat, and 

hundreds of personnel ready to be deployed. “Today, 

army ground forces have achieved considerable 

operational capabilities in deploying drones and missiles,” 

said Brigadier General Mohammad Hossein Dadras, 

deputy chief of the Iranian army. The drill came days after 

the US once more flew B-52 bombers over the region, the 

fifth time in the past two months. The outgoing Donald 

Trump administration, which has pursued a “maximum 

pressure” policy accompanied with harsh economic 

sanctions on Iran, first flew the bombers in the run-up to 

the January 3 anniversary of the assassination of Iran’s 

top general Qassem Soleimani. 

  

  

GAZA STRIP AS TARGET PRACTICE 

FOR ISRAEAL2 

Israel has raided a number of sites at the Gaza Strip for two 

nights in a row. Its tanks have targeted several locations, 

including a residential home where according to the 

Palestinians was occupied at the time of attack. Abu Mazen 

Abdel-Jawad’s family of five were sleeping when Israeli 

tanks targeted a room built on the roof of their three-story 

home. A relative of the family, Tayseer Abdel-Jawad, told 

Palestinian news agency Maan the roof of the house caved in, 

but the family survived unscathed. “The bombing caused 

great damage inside the house,” he said. “The family 

miraculously escaped certain death.” Early on Monday, two 

rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip towards the coastal 

city of Ashdod with Israeli military sources indicating they 

dropped into the Mediterranean Sea. This deadly game of tit 

for tat has been going for many years with civilians paying 

the heftiest price. 
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IRAN : “MY TURN…’3 

Recently, Iran has taken a page out of the United States’ 

playbook by sanctioning Donald Trump and nine other 

Americans. The individuals were blacklisted for “their role 

and participation in terrorist and anti-human rights acts 

against the Islamic Republic of Iran and Iranian 

nationals”, according to a statement by foreign ministry 

spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh on Tuesday. In addition to 

Trump, who leaves office on Wednesday, Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo, former defence secretary Mark Esper, acting 

defence secretary Christopher Miller, treasury secretary 

Steven Mnuchin, and CIA director Gina Haspel were 

sanctioned. The former national security adviser, John 

Bolton, former US Special Representative for Iran Brian 

Hook, his replacement Elliot Abrams, and Director of the 

Office of Foreign Assets Control Andrea Gacki round up the 

list.The sanctions include a travel ban and a freeze of 

financial assets they may hold in Iran.  

        

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

IRAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST; 

FRIEND OR FOE?!?!5 

After three years of hostility and blockade, four Middle 

Eastern states, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Egypt 

and Bahrain, reached a peaceful agreement in Doha and 

lifted the bans. As a result, many families who were 

separated because of the blockades, got reunited. Qatar 

thinks the next step should be for Iran to join the party. 

Something the Saudi Arabia explicitly disagrees with. The 

Saudi kingdom insisted this month’s rapprochement with 

Qatar meant the Gulf family would be better able to combat 

“the threats posed by the Iranian regime’s nuclear and 

ballistic missile program”. Qatar, which shares a key gas 

field with Iran, has for years called on Gulf Arab states to 

enter talks with Iran, which they accuse of fomenting unrest 

in the Middle East – accusations Tehran denies. “We still 

believe this should happen. This is also a desire that’s shared 

by other GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] countries,” Al 

Thani said in an interview with Bloomberg TV. Regardless 

of personal feelings, for a brighter future, these immediate 

neighbors do need to come up with a peaceful solution. 
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THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE ARAB 

SPRING STILL RIOTING4  

The Tunisians are still dissatisfied with their government. 

Just recently they came to the streets again to demand the 

release of many of the country’s youth that were detained 

for protesting against the current state of afairs. 

Approximately 100 people rallied in the capital, Tunis, and 

the city of Sousse on Wednesday in defiance of gatherings 

banned following a recent surge in coronavirus cases.  In 

Tunis, protesters – many of them students – shouted 

slogans from the country’s 2011 revolution, including 

“freedom, work, national dignity”, as they moved along 

the capital’s arterial Habib Bourguiba avenue.  Daytime 

protests in recent days demanding jobs, dignity and the 

release of detainees have been followed by nighttime 

violence, with COVID-19 restrictions compounding a wider 

economic malaise.  The protests come as the economy is in 

free-fall, youth unemployment soaring and anger rising 

against a political class that has shown itself incapable of 

pulling together for the nation – gripes in sharpened focus 

as the country last week marked 10 years since the fall of 

former leader Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. 
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