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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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US WILL ASSURE DOUBLE 

STATE PEACE1 

As Joe Biden began his term as the 46th US president, he 

overthrew many of the previous president’s actions. 

Especially, the actions that were taken with respect to the 

Middle East. United States President Joe Biden’s Middle 

East policy “will be to support a mutually agreed, two-

state solution, in which Israel lives in peace and security, 

alongside a viable Palestinian state”, acting US 

Ambassador to the United Nations Richard Mills has told 

the UN Security Council. Mills said the Biden 

administration intends to restore Palestinian aid and take 

steps to reopen diplomatic missions closed by the Trump 

administration and will continue to urge other countries 

to normalize ties with Israel. “In order to advance these 

objectives the Biden administration will restore credible 

US engagement with Palestinians as well as Israelis,” Mills 

said. 

  

  

TEN YEARS AND STILL NO CHANGE2 

It has been ten years since the Tunisians sparked the regional 

movement which is known as the “Arab Spring”. Even 

though this country has achieved many things through this 

movement, many things are still absent. Therefore, after ten 

years, people still are in the streets and the government is 

still treating them with harshest of ways. Tunisian riot police 

on Tuesday turned water cannon on protesters outside the 

heavily barricaded parliament as they tried to quell the 

largest rally yet since demonstrations began this month over 

inequality and police abuses. Hundreds of protesters 

marched from the Ettadhamen district of the capital where 

young people have clashed nightly with police for more than 

a week, and were joined by hundreds more near the 

parliament. Police blocked the march with barricades to 

prevent protesters approaching the parliament building 

where legislators were holding a tense debate on a 

controversial government reshuffle. “The government that 

only uses police to protect itself from the people – it has no 

more legitimacy,” said one protester, Salem Ben Saleh, who 

is unemployed. 
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LIMITED SOCIAL MEDIA IN IRAN3 

Given the reservations Iranians have regarding the privacy 

security of WhatsApp and Instagram, they turn their 

sights on the new platform, Signal. However, Iran’s 

government evidently disagrees with the people since it 

blocked the platform. Starting on Monday, Iran-based 

users reported issues in connecting to the open-source 

Signal, which has been chosen by many as a more secure 

way of encrypted communication since a new privacy 

policy issued by WhatsApp earlier this month brought 

more scrutiny on the app’s data collection practices. In a 

tweet, Signal said it has been “working around Iran’s 

censorship” since the app became the top downloaded 

content on Iranian app stores. “Unable to stop registration, 

the IR censors are now dropping all Signal traffic,” the 

tweet said. “Iranian people deserve privacy. We haven’t 

given up.” On January 14, Signal was ordered removed 

from Cafe Bazaar, Iran’s version of Google Play, and 

Myket, another well-known local app store. “We thank you 

for understanding our limitations,” a message greeted 

Iranians who wished to download Signal. 

        

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FAILED ATTEMPT OF ESCAPE5 

Emad Edward Sharghi failed to escape the country after 

being freed on probation. According to officials, he was 

arrested while trying to flee from the country. Emad 

Edward Sharghi, 56, was reportedly arrested on January 14. 

State-affiliated YJC news website at the time published 

images that showed him being escorted off a plane. 

“Recently, an individual with Iranian citizenship, who had 

charges concerning espionage and collection of information 

for other countries in addition to a prior case, and was out 

on bail, was detained and arrested again before leaving the 

country,” Iran’s judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein 

Esmaeili said. Esmaeili also told reporters during a press 

conference that Iran does not arrest people based on their 

nationality and only pays attention to charges levelled 

against them. Days after Sharghi’s arrest, NBC News cited 

a family friend who said an Iranian court had cleared 

Sharghi in December 2019, but that he had not retrieved his 

Iranian and US passports. 
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US CAN…IRAN CANNOT!!!4  

Trump calling the Houthis “Terrorist” has risen the risk of 

massive famine in the war torn Yemen. Therefore, the 

newly inaugurated administration reviewed this labaling 

policy and allowed trade with the rebel group. Ironically, 

this will be the very same action for which Iran is being 

accused of trading with terrorist groups. The 

announcement on Monday permits all transactions 

involving the Houthis, who are involved in a years-long 

conflict in Yemen against a military coalition led by Saudi 

Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, until February 26.  

It comes a day after 22 aid organisations working in the 

war-torn country called on the US to lift the “terrorist” 

designation about concerns it would exacerbate a 

continuing humanitarian crisis and risk plunging the 

country into widespread famine.  US Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo announced the Houthi designation on 

January 19, a day before President Joe Biden took office.  

The measure froze any US-related assets of the Houthis, 

banned Americans from doing business with them and 

made it a crime to provide support or resources to the 

movement.  
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