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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 

 

Inside This Issue 

IRAN-US, TWO SISTERS IN LAW FIGHTING 

QAZA FINALLY SAW SOME HOPE 

IRAQ-US RELATIONS BEING TESTED 

US ARMS SALE TO EGYPT 

US PROCRASTINATES; IRAN DISTANCES 

FROM THE JCPOA 

 



 

 

2 Month: Feb 19 |  Issue 28  |  CSSAME 

IRAN-US, TWO SISTERS IN LAW 

FIGHTING1 

These days for Iran, the United States and their relation 

has turned into a cheap fight between two sisters in law. 

On even days, Iran demands the US to take the first step; 

while on odd days, the US demands Iran to take the first 

step. Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said Iran 

will only accept and react to positive action by other 

parties to its 2015 nuclear deal as it has seen promises 

broken before. “This time only action. If we see action 

from the other side, we will also act. The Islamic Republic 

will not be satisfied with promises of actions,” he said to 

the people of Tabriz on the anniversary of their 1978 

protests that are considered one of the events that led to 

the revolution a year later. In early February, Khamenei 

said the “definitive policy” of Iran on the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), as the deal is 

formally known, is that the US must verifiably lift 

sanctions first since it unilaterally violated the deal. 

  

  

QAZA FINALLY SAW SOME HOPE2 

As the Israel’s blockade ended, 2,000 doses of COVID-19 

vaccine, donated by Russia, entered the Gaza Strip. 

Palestinian and Israeli officials said the shipment, sent by 

the Palestinian Authority (PA) from the occupied West 

Bank, included doses of Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine, enough 

to inoculate 1,000 people in a two-shot regimen. “We will use 

the doses to vaccinate patients who had organ transplants 

and those who suffer kidney failure,” Majdi Dhair, a Gaza 

health ministry official, told Reuters news agency. Israel, 

leading the world in the speed of its own vaccination 

program, has also come under pressure from rights groups to 

do more to ensure vaccines reach Palestinians in territory it 

captured in the 1967 war. Israel controls all entry and exit 

points to the West Bank and most of the coastal and land 

boundaries of the Gaza Strip, an enclave that Israeli troops 

and settlers left in 2005. Authorities there have reported 

more than 53,000 infections and at least 537 deaths since the 

start of the pandemic. Gaza has been under siege by both 

Israel and Egypt for more than a decade. 
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IRAQ-US RELATIONS BEING 

TESTED3 

As Erbil experienced a rare rocket barrage recently, the 

question comes up as to what would the Biden 

administration’s response be?  A volley of projectiles 

targeted the main military base inside Erbil’s airport, 

which hosts foreign troops deployed as part of the US-led 

coalition that has helped Iraq fight the armed group ISIL 

(ISIS) since 2014.  The rockets struck all over the city’s 

northwestern sector early Tuesday, killing one foreign 

civilian contractor and wounding at least nine others, 

including an American soldier.  A shadowy group calling 

itself Awliya al-Dam – or the Guardians of the Blood – 

claimed responsibility and said it would continue to attack 

“occupation” American forces in Iraq.  The attack was the 

first in nearly two months after a series of similar incidents 

– blamed on pro-Iran Shia militias – directed at Western 

military installations or diplomatic missions in Iraq since 

2019. 

        

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

US ARMS SALE TO EGYPT5 

The US administration seems to be a double-edged sword. 

On one hand, it claims to pressure Egypt on human rights 

issues; on the other hand, it approves an arms sale of USD 

200 million to this shady country.  The Biden 

administration – which has vowed to end support for Saudi 

Arabia’s offensive operations in Yemen’s devastating war 

and is reviewing a major jet sale to the United Arab 

Emirates – said it approved the sale of 168 tactical missiles 

to Egypt.  The $197m sale of the Raytheon-made Rolling 

Airframe Missiles was requested by the Egyptian navy to 

improve defense in coastal areas and around the Red Sea, 

the US Department of State said.  The department said in a 

statement it approved the sale, subject to congressional 

review, as Egypt “continues to be an important strategic 

partner in the Middle East”.  Biden has vowed a tougher 

stance on human rights after his predecessor Donald Trump 

courted Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, whom he 

reportedly called “my favorite dictator”, in part for his 

cooperation with Israel. Yet, it is going to sell a massive 

number of weapons to Egypt. 
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US PROCRASTINATES; IRAN 

DISTANCES FROM THE JCPOA4  

A few days earlier, Iranian officials spoke of the possibility 

of Iran being pushed towards pursuing nuclear warfare. 

And now, they told the IAEA that they might stop the 

policy of full transparency regarding their nuclear 

activities.  Iran informed the IAEA that it “will stop 

implementing voluntary transparency measures under the 

JCPOA as of 23 February, including the Additional 

Protocol”, the IAEA said in a statement on Tuesday.  The 

Additional Protocol of Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with world 

powers, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), allows the watchdog’s inspectors to visit 

undeclared sites in Iran on short notice.  On Monday, Iran’s 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs had threatened it would take 

such a step if there was no breakthrough in the nuclear 

dispute with the United States – the lifting of US sanctions 

– by the end of the month.  In 2018, former US President 

Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the US from the 

nuclear deal and reimposed harsh sanctions on Iran.  One 

year later, Iran gradually scaled back its commitments 

under the deal. 
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