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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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THE FRENCH ASKING FOR 

IRAN’S COOPERATION1 

While the Iran-US corral over the first step towards peace 

keeps going on, other stakeholders seem to get impatient. 

The French president, Macron, being one of them. Macron 

made a telephone call to Rouhani on Tuesday, days after 

Iran’s foreign ministry ruled out holding an informal 

meeting with the United States and European countries to 

discuss ways to revive the landmark 2015 accord, insisting 

that Washington must first lift all its unilateral sanctions. 

A statement by Macron’s office said the French leader also 

asked Rouhani for Iran’s full cooperation with the United 

Nations nuclear watchdog on inspections and expressed 

his “deepest concern” over Iranian violations of the deal 

that was signed in Austria’s capital. “Having reminded 

[Rouhani] of the efforts made by France with its partners 

in the last years to reach a negotiated solution, the 

[French] head of state stressed it was important that Iran 

made clear and immediate gestures so that dialogue can 

resume with all parties to the Vienna deal,” the statement 

said. 

  

  

EGYPTIAN WOMEN WILL NOT LET IT 

GO2 

The latest legislation in Egypt called the “personal status 

law” has riled up women’s activists in the country, as they 

believe it to be unjust. About 50 women’s organizations in 

Egypt have published a statement laying out basic principles 

regarding women’s legal rights amid growing controversy 

over a proposed bill to amend the country’s personal status 

law. The statement, which was also signed by more than 100 

individuals, came in response to local media reports that the 

Egyptian parliament will discuss a bill aimed at changing 

women’s rights and responsibilities around divorce and 

marriage. Regarding marriage, the statement said the law 

should ensure that divorce is legalized only through a judge 

and that polygamy be allowed only through a judge’s 

authorization following permission from a man’s first wife. 

Finally, it called for ensuring the protection of children’s 

rights and interests as a legal obligation and priority in case 

of family conflicts.  
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IRAN LOOKING FOR A WHITE 

KNIGHT3 

Following the latest US sanctions against Iran, and the 

back-and-forth debates of both sides, Iran is looking into 

old costumers to ease the pressures of the sanctions.  The 

National Iranian Oil Co. – the state oil marketer – has 

approached at least five refiners across the region to discuss 

the possibility of supply deals if sanctions are eased, 

according to people familiar with the matter. Talks are 

preliminary, with no discussion on volumes or prices yet, 

they said, asking not to be identified because the 

information is confidential.  One processor has been 

contacted twice this year after having no interaction with 

the OPEC producer at all in 2020, according to one person. 

The Iranian oil ministry declined to comment on the 

matter. Iran’s crude shipments dwindled to a trickle after 

former U.S. President Donald Trump tightened sanctions 

from mid-2018 and ended waivers for some countries in 

2019. Still, a number of Chinese refiners continued to take 

some oil. Prior to the penalties — put in place to pressure 

Tehran into renegotiating a nuclear deal — China and 

India were Iran’s biggest buyers in Asia, followed by South 

Korea and Japan. 

         

 

 

 

  

 

 

HOUTHIS, US AND NEVERENDING 

WAR IN YEMEN5 

On one hand, the Biden administration lifted the “foreign 

terrorist” designation; while on the other hand, the US has 

imposed new sanctions on the Yemeni group.  The Houthi 

movement fighting in Yemen has said that United States 

sanctions against two of its leaders will prolong the war and 

worsen the humanitarian crisis in the country.  The US 

announced the sanctions on Tuesday against Mansur al-

Sa’adi, the Houthi Naval Forces Chief of Staff, and Ahmad 

Ali Ahsan al-Hamzi, the commander of Yemen’s Houthi-

aligned Yemeni Air Force and Air Defense Forces, citing 

their alleged roles in cross-border attacks on Saudi Arabia 

and shipping vessels in the Red Sea.  However, some 

observers have said revoking the label has taken too much 

pressure off the Houthis, who, along with the Saudi Arabia-

led coalition they have been fighting since 2015, have been 

accused of human rights abuses and war crimes. 
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FATF; A NEW (OLD) DEBATE IN 

IRAN4  

While the reviving of the JCPOA seems to be going 

nowhere, the legislators in Iran have turned their 

attentions towards the FATF (Financial Action Task 

Force) legislation.  Top-level officials in Iran are once more 

publicly discussing contentious anti-money-laundering and 

anti-“terrorism financing” legislation that appears to be 

linked to the fate of the country’s nuclear deal.  In a 

televised speech on Wednesday, President Hassan Rouhani 

advocated for the ratification of two remaining bills to 

complete Iran’s action plan with the Paris-based Financial 

Action Task Force (FATF).  On Tuesday, more than 200 

members of Iran’s conservative parliament signed a 

statement critical of the FATF legislation, saying it would 

“complete the puzzle of sanctions by the West and US”.  

The current US sanctions on Iran were imposed by former 

US President Donald Trump who in 2018 unilaterally 

withdrew from the nuclear deal between Iran and world 

powers.  President Joe Biden has promised to restore the 

deal, admitting that Trump’s “maximum pressure” 

campaign has failed, but has so far refused to lift any 

sanctions. 
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