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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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CANADA FINDING IRAN’S 

REPORT UNACCEPTABLE1 

On Wednesday, Iranian officials released its final report 

on the causes of the Ukrainian plane crashing. This 

incident took the lives of 176 passengers. In the lengthy 

technical report, the organization confirmed earlier 

accounts by Iranian authorities that Flight PS752 was 

brought down by two missiles and caused by “human 

error” in operating a surface-to-air defense system. CAO 

said its report aimed to be “impartial” in an effort to 

prevent similar tragedies from happening in the future and 

did not wish to assign blame. Hours after the report was 

published, however, Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro 

Kuleba called it a “cynical attempt to hide the true 

reasons for the downing of our plane”. “We will not allow 

Iran to hide the truth, we will not allow it to avoid 

responsibility for this crime,” Kuleba said. Iran made “no 

attempt to answer critical questions about what truly 

happened”, Canadian officials said of the report on 

Wednesday. 

  

  

FAKE NEWS SENDS EGYPTIAN 

ACTIVIST TO JAIL2 

Last year, Sanaa Seif was arrested for spreading false news 

regarding Egypt’s health situation. Recently, she was 

sentenced to 18 months imprisonment. Seif, who has been in 

custody since her arrest, denied the accusations. She was also 

convicted of insulting a police officer on Facebook, her 

lawyer Hesham Ramada said. He said they would appeal the 

Cairo Criminal Court ruling to a higher court. The verdict 

was delivered by a chief judge on Wednesday in Seif’s 

absence, her sister Mona Seif, also an activist, said in a series 

of tweets. “They didn’t bring Sanaa to the court hall or into 

the cage,” she added. Amnesty International denounced the 

“bogus charges” against Seif and called the ruling a “travesty 

of justice” “Today’s verdict is yet another crushing blow for 

the right to freedom of expression in Egypt. The Egyptian 

authorities have yet again demonstrated their unrelenting 

intent to punish any criticism of their dismal human rights 

record,” said Amna Guellali, Amnesty’s deputy director for 

the Middle East and North Africa, in a statement. 
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PALESTINIANS RECIVING 

TREATMENT AT LAST3 

On Wednesday, the first batch of COVAX reached the 

inhabitants of the Gaza Strip.  A Palestinian health 

ministry spokesman said 38,000 doses of the Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccine would be used for inoculations as of 

Sunday, while 24,000 doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 

vaccine would be stored “until there is a scientific decision 

from the World Health Organization”.  The WHO, one of 

the leaders of the COVAX program, has said its advisory 

panel was reviewing reports from several countries of 

isolated cases of bleeding, blood clots and low platelet 

counts after administration of the AstraZeneca shots.  The 

vaccines shipped to Tel Aviv were the first sent by the 

WHO to the Palestinians under the COVAX drive it set up 

with the GAVI vaccine alliance to ensure equitable access 

to COVID-19 vaccinations globally.  An official in the 

office of the UN special coordinator for the Middle East 

peace process said the vaccines “will be critical tools in our 

fight against the pandemic and for socioeconomic 

recovery”. 

             

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

UK  HYPOCRISY WITH RESPECT TO 

IRAN’S NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES5 

Just recently, Iran’s current foreign minister, Mohammad 

Javad Zarif, called UK’s treatment of Iran’s nuclear 

activities and “utter hypocrisy”.  In a tweet on Tuesday, the 

top diplomat condemned the fact that British Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson expressed concern about Iran’s 

nuclear program on the same day he announced the UK will 

increase its stockpile of nuclear warheads by 40 percent. 

“Unlike the UK and allies, Iran believes nukes [nuclear] and 

all WMDs [Weapons of Mass Destructions] are barbaric and 

must be eradicated,” Zarif wrote, alluding to Iran’s 

insistence that its nuclear program is peaceful and not aimed 

at making weapons.  The prime minister also confirmed that 

the UK’s cap on the number of warheads will now increase 

to 260, having been previously dropped to 180.  In recent 

months, Iran has stepped up its nuclear activity with 

Khamenei, the country’s Supreme leader, warning Tehran 

could boost its enrichment of uranium from the current 20 

percent to 60 percent “if the country needs it”. 
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QATAR PLAYING THE ROLE OF 

BIG BROTHER4  

In March 18, Ambassador Mutlaq Alqahtani of Qatar will 

also attend the meeting in Moscow to go over ways to reach 

pease in Afghanistan. “The state of Qatar is committed to 

sustainable peace in Afghanistan. Qatar will continue to 

facilitate the ongoing intra-Afghan negotiations,” he said, 

according to the statement. “Qatar is working closely with 

its strategic partners to establish international and regional 

consensus over this process.”  The Taliban and the 

government of Afghan President Ashraf Ghani have agreed 

to attend the conference in Russia, which is seeking to raise 

its profile in the Afghan peace efforts.  China and Pakistan 

have also been invited to the talks, which come ahead of a 

May deadline for US President Joe Biden to decide whether 

to end the US’s two-decade military involvement in 

Afghanistan.  Taliban representatives and a delegation of 

Afghan leaders that includes government officials have 

been holding talks in Qatar’s capital, Doha, since 

September last year.  The Russian and Turkish initiatives 

will run alongside the Qatar-hosted talks.   
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