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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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CHINA IN … US OUT1 

Since 2016, Iran and China have been in the process of 

reaching a long term agreement to improve the two states’ 

footings in the global arena. Just a few days ago, a 25 year 

agreement was signed. Each country’s foreign minister 

signed the agreement on behalf of his country. The 

aforementioned memorandum does not possess any 

specifics in terms of monetary quantifications. It however 

entails a wide range of commitments from both sides. The 

first and foremost effect of such a huge agreement would 

be easing the sanctions posed against Iran, if not rendering 

them mute. However, considering the fact that the current 

administration’s term is near its end; for the agreement to 

take effect, the next administration must show some 

dedication to it. The agreement itself is simply a strategic 

map. For it to become reality, there must be an 

operational plan attached to it. This falls on the shoulders 

of the next 5 or 6 administrations of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran.  

  

  

DESERT LOCUST THREATENING 

IRAN’S SURVIVAL2 

While there are more than enough manmade issues pushing 

Iran to a corner, the nature seems to be against this country’s 

triumph as well. Iranian authorities are engaged in a large-

scale operation across several provinces in southern Iran to 

battle swarms of migratory locusts that threaten billions of 

dollars worth of food in farmlands at a critical time for the 

country. Large waves of yellow-colored desert locusts, which 

are regarded as some of the most destructive migratory pests 

in the world, have travelled to Iran from the Arabian 

Peninsula for a third year in a row. At least seven provinces 

towards the south and west of Iran are now actively fighting 

the insects, according to authorities, a number that could 

grow to 13 of Iran’s 32 provinces. Saeed Moein, the head of 

Iran’s Plant Protection Organization (PPO), said earlier this 

week he expects to battle locusts in as many as 600,000 

hectares (1.5 million acres) of land by mid-summer. The 

operation, which is expected to last until September, has also 

been affected by high wind speeds and decreased rainfalls in 

recent days. 
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US; ALL TALK NO SHOW3 

Iran’s current president, Hassan Rouhani, claimed 

recently that all the Biden administration does regarding 

Iran is just show and lacks any real protective.  President 

Hassan Rouhani has said Iran has seen “no serious efforts” 

from the United States after reports that the Biden 

administration proposed a new offer to resolve a deadlock 

over the landmark 2015 nuclear deal.  In a televised cabinet 

speech on Wednesday, Rouhani pointed out that US 

President Joe Biden has emphasized diplomacy and 

admitted to the failure of his predecessor Donald Trump’s 

“maximum pressure” policy.  However, the Iranian 

president said the Biden administration’s words have not 

translated into action, referring to the continued harsh US 

sanctions that Trump had imposed in 2018 when his 

administration walked out of the 2015 deal.  The waves of 

US sanctions have affected every aspect of Iranian life, 

hampering Tehran from importing food, medicine and 

COVID-19 vaccines. 

               

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

EGYPT-ETHIOPIA, WILL THERE BE 

WAR?5 

Egypt and Ethiopia has had a heated rivalry with one 

another over the benefits of the Nile river.  Abdel Fattah el-

Sisi has threatened Ethiopia as it insists on filling a 

controversial Nile dam.  Egypt’s share of the Nile River’s 

water is “untouchable” and if that supply is affected by the 

Ethiopian Grand Renaissance dam, there will be “severe 

regional consequences”.  That is the warning from Egyptian 

President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi whose country is in a years-

long dispute with Ethiopia over the hydropower project.  

Ethiopia is building the $5bn mega-dam on the Blue Nile 

River.  Talks to resolve the standoff have stalled. Ethiopia 

started to fill the dam’s reservoir last year with no deal in 

place.  Although Egypt’s concerns appear justified, Cairo’s 

response to the dam has long been hostile and shown little 

understanding of the legitimate interests of the other Nile 

Basin countries.  It should be noted that the ruling elites and 

opposition in Sudan agree that the 1959 Nile Water 

Agreement was unfair to their country, and some deem the 

Renaissance Dam to be compensation for the adverse effects 

of the agreement. 
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SIDEFFECTS OF TURKEY’S 

MASCULINITY4  

On March 20, Turkey issued a presidential decree to leave 

Council of Europe’s Convention on Preventing and 

Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic 

Violence. This action, though not surprising, had quite an 

effect on the Turkish publich.  The pullout sparked 

criticism among the opposition, rights groups, and even 

among ruling party supporters, who kept it muted despite 

their disappointment.  The Council of Europe leaders said 

the treaty’s purpose is to prevent violence against women, 

protect victims and prosecute perpetrators. It upholds 

women’s fundamental human right to a life free from 

violence and leaving it would deprive Turkey and Turkish 

women of a vital tool to counter violence.  KADEM issued 

a statement that only said, “Laws and frameworks change, 

transform and develop in history. The important thing is 

not to take a step back when it comes to violence against 

women. Such a thing is out of the question anyway.” 

Ruling party officials said they would be announcing a 

covenant called the Ankara Consensus, and never tolerate 

violence against women. 
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