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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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WORLD’S WHITE KNIGHT COME 

BACK1 

One of Donald Trump’s effective actions during his 

presidency regarding the Middle East was to cut US funds 

for aiding Palestinians. The Biden administration has 

announced plans to resume funding for the United Nations 

agency that supports Palestinian refugees, which has 

faced a dire financial situation since former US President 

Donald Trump cut US assistance in 2018. In a statement 

on Wednesday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

said the United States would provide $150m in 

humanitarian assistance to the UN Relief and Works 

Agency (UNRWA). “UNRWA could not be more pleased 

that once again we will partner with the United States to 

provide critical assistance to some of the most vulnerable 

refugees across the Middle East and fulfill our mandate to 

educate and provide primary health care to millions of 

refugees every day,” UNRWA Commissioner-General 

Philippe Lazzarini said in a statement. 

  

  

US AND THE YEMEN CIVIL WAR2 

One big aspect of US’s Middle East policy is to relocate the 

chunk of troops that are stationed in the region including 

Yemen. The battle for an ancient desert city in war-torn 

Yemen has become a key to understanding wider tensions 

now inflaming the Middle East and the challenges facing any 

efforts by President Joe Biden’s administration to shift US 

troops out of the region. Saudi Arabia, which has led a 

military coalition since 2015 backing Sanaa’s exiled 

government, has launched air attacks repeatedly to blunt the 

Houthi advance towards Marib. The Houthis have retaliated 

with drone and missile attacks deep inside Saudi Arabia, 

roiling global oil markets. The fight also squeezes a pressure 

point on the most powerful Gulf Arab ally of the United 

States and ensnarls any US return to Iran’s nuclear deal. It 

even complicates efforts by Biden’s administration to slowly 

shift the longtime mass US military deployments to the 

Middle East to instead counter what it sees as the emerging 

threat of China and Russia. When the Houthis began to push 

again into Marib, the Saudis resumed a heavy bombing 

campaign. 
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IRAN’S SHIP ATTACKED3 

While miles away, Iranian officials restarted the talks on 

how to remove the 1,600 sanctions the US imposed on Iran 

since 2017; an Iranian ship was attacked in the Red Sea.  

Iran’s foreign ministry on Wednesday confirmed the 

attack, saying the MV Saviz was hit with an unknown 

explosion that caused “minor damage” around 6am local 

time in the Red Sea on Tuesday, close to the shores of 

Djibouti.  Foreign ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh 

said the Saviz is a non-military vessel formally registered 

with the International Maritime Organization that acts as 

Iran’s “logistic station” in the Red Sea, providing anti-

piracy services. “Fortunately no fatalities were incurred 

due to the incident, and technical evaluations on how the 

incident occurred and its origins are under way,” he said.  

The attack came as Iran and world powers sat down in 

Vienna for the first talks about the US potentially rejoining 

Tehran’s tattered nuclear deal, showing that challenges 

ahead do not rest merely in those negotiations. 

                

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

RESTART OF TALKS IN VIENA5 

In 2017, under the leadership of Donald Trump, the United 

States left the JCPOA. Just recently, under the leadership 

of Joe Biden, the US has shown its tendency to come back 

to the negotiating table. A few days ago, the two sides 

agreed to commence new rounds of talks in Vienna. 

However, not directly.  The European parties to JCPOA 

said they would have “separate” contacts in Vienna with 

the United States and Iran, which has already rejected a 

direct meeting with the US, with a European diplomat 

telling Reuters news agency that, “Iran and the US will be 

in the same town, but not the same room.”  Still, the 

presence of US and Iran in the Austrian capital represents a 

step forward in bringing all sides back to the agreement. 

“These remain early days, and we don’t anticipate an 

immediate breakthrough as there will be difficult 

discussions ahead. But we believe this is a healthy step 

forward,” US State Department spokesman Ned Price said 

on Friday of the meeting in Vienna. “We do not anticipate 

presently that there will be direct talks between the United 

States and Iran through this process, though the United 

States remains open to them,” he said. 
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ISRAEL GAINS MORE SUPPORT 

IN ME4  

In the latest events in the much volatile region of the 

Middle East, Sudan has abolished a bill from 1958 which 

boycots Israel.  The move still needs the approval of a joint 

meeting of Sudan’s Sovereign Council and cabinet, which 

serves as Sudan’s interim legislative body, to come into 

effect, the cabinet said.  While Sudan’s civilian authorities 

have maintained that the decision to initiate relations with 

Israel would be left to the yet-to-be-formed transitional 

parliament, Tuesday’s vote is seen as a step that could pave 

the way for official visits and further diplomatic ties. “The 

council of ministers approved a bill repealing the 1958 

boycott of Israel law,” the cabinet said in a statement.  The 

statement also emphasised “Sudan’s firm position on the 

establishment of a Palestinian state within the framework 

of a two-state solution”.  Penalties for those who violated 

its stipulations, such as trading with Israelis, included up 

to 10 years in jail and a hefty fine. But the political 

landscape has changed as Sudan, along with Gulf countries 

and Morocco, have built bridges with Israel in deals 

mediated by the administration of former US President 

Donald Trump. 
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