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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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US FINALLY LEAVING 

AFGHANISTAN1 

Since his triumph to become the latest POTUS, president 

Joe Biden has introduced several revolutionary executive 

and policy decisions. The latest was his announcement 

that all US troops will be leaving the soil of Afghanistan. 

“It is time to end America’s longest war,” Biden said 

during a speech in the White House Treaty Room. “We 

went to Afghanistan because of a horrific attack that 

happened 20 years ago. That cannot explain why we 

should remain there in 2021.” “I am now the fourth 

American president to preside over an American troop 

presence in Afghanistan. Two Republicans. Two 

Democrats. I will not pass this responsibility to a fifth,” 

he said. Biden set September 11 as the date when the 

remaining 2,500 or so US troops will be withdrawn from 

Afghanistan, effectively ending what many have called 

America’s “forever war”, that cost more than 2,400 US 

lives and as much as $1 trillion. 

  

  

AMERICANS: STOP TAKING SIDES2 

Recently, activists inside the United States have directed 

their attention towards the war-torn Yemen. They 

demanded that the president stops backing the Saudi-led 

government. The 26-year-old Yemeni American and her 

younger sister, Muna, came to Washington, DC late last 

month from the US state of Michigan to draw attention to 

the humanitarian crisis in Yemen, where a war has raged for 

six years. Going on a hunger strike was a symbolic choice, 

Saleh told Al Jazeera, as millions of Yemenis are living under 

the threat of widespread famine amid the ongoing conflict. 

“We felt that the world wasn’t listening to what was 

happening in Yemen,” said Saleh, general coordinator of 

activist group Yemeni Liberation Movement. She said six 

activists originally joined the hunger strike, but now only she 

and her sister remain. They are only drinking water and 

water with electrolytes. “We felt that showing the world 

what the body goes through when it’s in starvation … will 

not only bring attention and awareness to what’s going on in 

Yemen, but also help people understand the circumstances 

that Yemenis have been dealing with for years.” 
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IRAN GETTING READY TO STEP 

FURTHER FROM JCPOA3 

The signatories of the JCPOA, which some call the deal of 

century, are massively concerned with Iran’s latest 

decision of reaching 60% enrichment.  Iran has “almost 

completed preparations” to launch 60 percent uranium 

enrichment, the United Nations’ nuclear watchdog has 

said.  The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on 

Wednesday said Iran had said it will activate 1,024 more 

IR-1 centrifuges, its older first generation of the machines 

at the Natanz nuclear plant.  Iran told the agency “the 

necessary pipework was being finalized and … centrifuges 

would start soon thereafter” at Natanz, the IAEA said in a 

statement.  Iran has blamed Israel for the explosion at its 

key nuclear site, which came as Tehran was continuing 

talks with world powers in Vienna over restoring the 2015 

nuclear accord, formally known as the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).  US Secretary of 

State Antony Blinken called Iran’s announcement 

“provocative,” saying the step raised questions about the 

seriousness of Tehran over the nuclear talks in Vienna. 

                  

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

EVERINCREASING ATTACKS ON 

PALESTANIANS5 

According to the latest expert reports, more than 700 

incidents have resulted in more than 130 fatal casualties.  

The United Nations human rights experts have warned that 

violence, including assaults and property destruction, by 

Israeli settlers against Palestinian civilians in the occupied 

West Bank has increased substantially in recent months.  

During the first three months of 2021, more than 210 settler 

violent incidents were recorded, including one Palestinian 

death, they said. “In 2020, the United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) documented 

771 incidents of settler violence causing injury to 133 

Palestinians and damaging 9,646 trees and 184 vehicles 

mostly in the areas of Hebron, Jerusalem, Nablus and 

Ramallah,” the experts said in a statement on Wednesday.  

They called on the Israeli military and police to investigate 

and prosecute those responsible for the violent acts. 
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IT ALL STARTED AFTER THE 

ATTACK ON NATANZ4  

Given the recent attack on Natanz plus the ups and downs 

of the nuclear talks, Iranian officials keep distancing the 

state from Iran’s comitments in the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan Of Action.  President Hassan Rouhani has said Iran 

will keep strengthening its nuclear programme and 

continue negotiations to revive the 2015 nuclear deal in the 

wake of the attack on its nuclear facility which Tehran 

blamed on Israel. “This is the answer to your malignancy,” 

he said in a televised address on Wednesday in reference to 

the country’s announcement on Tuesday that it will begin 

enriching uranium to a new high of 60 percent and deploy 

new centrifuges in response to an attack on its nuclear 

facility in Natanz. “When you commit a crime, we will cut 

off your hand. We cut off both your hands, one with IR6 

[centrifuges] and one with 60 percent [enrichment]. Of 

course, we won’t wait,” he said.  Iran will not be idle when 

its legal nuclear activity overseen by the International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is sabotaged, the Iranian 

president said.  Isfahan’s Natanz facilities were hit with a 

large blackout on Sunday, the second attack in less than a 

year, in what Iran said was an act of “nuclear terrorism” 

orchestrated by Israel. 
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