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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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CHOOSING BROTHERS OVER 

BROTHERS1 

According to Qatar’s Foreign Minister’s latest 

announcement, Qatar has pledged to help the 

reconstruction of Gaza up to $500 million. “The state of 

Qatar announces $500 million in support for the 

reconstruction of Gaza,” Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman Al Thani said in a tweet on Wednesday. 

“We will continue to support our brothers in Palestine to 

reach a just and lasting solution by establishing their 

independent state.” Qatar often serves as a mediator 

between Israel and Hamas, the Palestinian group which 

has ruled Gaza since 2007. The Gulf state has contributed 

hundreds of millions of dollars in humanitarian and 

development aid to support previous ceasefires. The funds 

aim to help Gaza Palestinians “face the life challenges 

posed by the recent Israeli attacks, and to contribute to 

the reconstruction of service facilities in Gaza … in 

addition to the homes that were destroyed”, the official 

QNA news agency reported. At least 12 people, including 

two children, were killed in Israel as a result of rocket and 

other fire from armed groups in Gaza, according to medics. 

Some 357 people in Israel were wounded in the attacks. 

  

  

ONE MORE LIFE LOST IN WAR2 

Obaida Akram Jawabra is the name of one victim among 

many victims of the meaningless war between Palestine and 

Israel. He grew up outside of Hebron in the occupied West 

Bank and dreamed of growing up to be a chef. When he was 

15, his dreams were put on pause for the first time when he 

was arrested and imprisoned by the Israeli military. He was 

later acquitted but spent two months in jail. On May 17, as 

many Palestinians were protesting against Israeli air strikes 

on Gaza and Israelis were taking over Palestinian homes in 

East Jerusalem, Obaida, at 17 years old, was shot and killed 

by Israeli forces. At least 66 Palestinian children were killed 

by Israeli forces in the past month. Today, we take a look at 

the life of one Palestinian child. This story is not about the 

first victim of this 53-year-old meaningless war; and given 

the insistence of both sides on pushing the other side out, it 

seems to be far from being the last. 
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BLAMING CRYPTOCURRENCIES FOR 

THE POWER SHORTAGE3 

A few days earlier, Iran evidently lost its chance of gaining 

a wining position in chess. The officials blame these 

shortages on cryptocurrencies and their massive mining. 

Therefore, Iran has banned all cryptocurrency mining for 

the next four months as widespread power outages stir 

public dissatisfaction across the country.  President Hassan 

Rouhani said on Wednesday that all crypto mining 

operations in Iran – including legal ones – must shut down 

until the end of the sixth Iranian calendar month on 

September 22.  Cryptocurrency mining is the process in 

which banks of powerful energy-hogging computers known 

as “rigs” race to verify transactions in exchange for new 

tokens. The practice can be highly lucrative. But in Iran 

and other countries, the impact on power grids and the 

carbon footprint of Bitcoin mining, in particular, has 

elicited a strong backlash.  This month, one of crypto’s 

most influential boosters, Tesla boss Elon Musk, triggered 

a crash in Bitcoin and other token prices after he tweeted 

that the electric vehicle maker would no longer accept 

Bitcoin for payment. The reason he gave for the U-turn 

was climate concerns. 

                       

         

 

 

  

 

 

HAMAS NOT ACCEPTING ONE CENT5 

According to his last announcement, Hamas’s leader has 

promised not to take a single cent from the international 

aids which are earmarked for rebuilding the war torn Gaza 

Strip.  Yahya Sinwar, the head of the group’s political wing 

in Gaza, on Wednesday promised the “transparent and 

impartial” distribution of aid as a ceasefire between Israel 

and Hamas held for a sixth day. “I affirm our commitment 

not to take a single cent intended for reconstruction and 

humanitarian efforts,” he said. “We have never taken a cent 

in the past.”  Sinwar’s remarks came a day after US 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken pledged his country’s 

help in rebuilding Gaza on Tuesday, but stressed that the 

aid must not benefit Hamas, which rules the coastal 

territory.  Sinwar said Blinken’s remarks were aimed at 

widening the divide between Hamas and the PA but insisted 

they would have no effect on relations between the rival 

Palestinian factions. 
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IRAQI COMMANDER IN CUFFS4  

The military annouced that they have arrested the head of 

the Popular Mobilization Forces, Qasim Muslih.  Muslih 

was arrested early on Wednesday and is being questioned 

by a joint investigative committee about the criminal 

charges against him, a military statement added, without 

giving further details.  Two security sources with direct 

knowledge of the arrest told Reuters news agency that the 

militia chief was arrested in Baghdad for involvement in 

several attacks, including recent assaults on Ain al-Assad 

airbase which hosts American and other international 

forces.  Muslih is the Anbar province head of the Popular 

Mobilisation Forces (PMF), a grouping of mostly Shia 

militias backed by Iran, which the United States regards as 

the biggest threat to security in the Middle East.  A copy 

of the arrest warrant issued for Muslih that circulated on 

social media and was verified by the security sources said 

he was arrested under the anti-terrorism law, but did not 

have further information.  Killings, attempted murder and 

abductions have targeted more than 70 activists since a 

protest movement erupted against government corruption 

and incompetence in 2019. 
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