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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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ISRAEL KILLING HAS NO END1 

Mohamme al-Alami, a 12-year-old teenager, is among the 

latest victims of Israel’s constant violent actions against 

humanity. This young boy will never see manhood, just 

because Israel wants supremacy in a land once hosting its 

ancestors. A Palestinian boy wounded by Israeli army fire 

in the occupied West Bank has died from his injuries, the 

Palestinian health ministry has said. Mohammed al-

Alami, 12, died in the town of Beit Omar, to the northwest 

of Hebron, after he was shot in the chest while travelling 

in a car with his father, the ministry said in a statement 

on Wednesday. He is the second young Palestinian to die 

of wounds sustained by Israeli fire in days. Nasri 

Sabarneh, mayor of the town, said the father was driving 

with his son and daughter when Mohammed asked him to 

stop at a shop to buy something. The father made a U-

turn, the mayor said, and Israeli troops nearby began 

shouting at him to stop. A soldier then opened fire at the 

vehicle, fatally shooting the boy in the chest.  

  

  

SYRIAN PRISONS UNDER SANCTION2 

The United States has issued new sanctions. This time it is 

against Syria because of human rights violations in its 

prisons. The inventor of Guantanamo Bay detention camp is 

now putting sanctions on another state for having inhumane 

prisons. The United States Department of the Treasury said 

on Wednesday that it had imposed sanctions on eight Syrian 

prisons run by Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s 

intelligence apparatus and five senior officials who control 

the sites, where human rights abuses have taken place. The 

Treasury Department also put sanctions on Syrian armed 

group Ahrar al-Sharqiya, which operates in northern Syria, 

for abuses against civilians, as well as on two of the group’s 

leaders, it said in a statement. “Today’s designations 

promote accountability for abuses committed against the 

Syrian people and deny rogue actors access to the 

international financial system,” said Office of Foreign Assets 

Control Director Andrea Gacki. “This action demonstrates 

the United States’ strong commitment to targeting human 

rights abuses in Syria, regardless of the perpetrator.”  
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AFGHANS: A NEW WAVE OF 

REFUGEES3 

As Taliban keeps spreading its forces inside Afghanistan, 

many Afghanis flee the country and take refuge in other 

lands. As a result, the number of Afghan refugees keeps 

growing day after day.  In recent weeks, Turkish media has 

shown images of hundreds of mostly young men following 

mountain paths across the Iranian border into eastern 

Turkey.   Many said their exodus was spurred by the 

Taliban’s advance as the United States withdraws its forces 

from Afghanistan after 20 years.   These fresh arrivals seem 

to have prompted renewed anti-migrant feelings, as 

evidenced by Ozcan’s remarks and popular social media 

hashtags such as “I don’t want refugees in my country.”   

According to the UN’s refugee agency UNHCR, some four 

million refugees, mostly Syrians, currently live in Turkey. 

An estimated 200,000 Afghans make up the second-largest 

group.   The UNHCR says nearly 300,000 people have been 

displaced inside Afghanistan since January, bringing the 

total number of people forced to flee their homes to 3.5 

million.   

                                  

          

 

 

  

 

 

 

GERMANY’S REACTION TO SYRIAN 

DOCTOR’S ACTION5 

A Syrian physician, Alla Mousa, is accused of torturaing 18 

victims in Homs and Damascus. He is charged in Germany 

with crimes against humanity for allegedly torturing people 

in military hospitals in his homeland and killing one of 

them, according to German federal prosecutors.  The 

Federal Prosecutor’s Office in Karlsruhe said in a statement 

on Wednesday that Alla Mousa, who came to Germany in 

2015 and practiced medicine before he was arrested last 

year, is accused of 18 counts of torturing people in military 

hospitals in the Syrian cities of Homs and Damascus.  The 

allegations include charges that Mousa tried to make people 

infertile.  A federal indictment charged him with murder, 

severe bodily harm, attempted bodily harm and dangerous 

bodily harm, the statement said.  Injured civilians who were 

thought to be members of the opposition were also taken to 

military hospitals, where they were tortured and sometimes 

killed. 
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ISRAEL KILLS AGAIN4  

Shadi Salim, 41 years old, is another victim of Israel’s 

violation of human decency. He lost his life by the hands 

of Israeli forces, simply because he wanted his land back.  

Shadi Omar Lotfi Salim, 41, was shot dead late on Tuesday 

near the flashpoint Palestinian village of Beita, the 

Palestinian health ministry said.  Beita deputy mayor, 

Mussa Hamayel, told the AFP news agency that Israeli 

soldiers killed the man as entered the village on his return 

from work.  “He was killed in cold blood,” the deputy 

mayor said, adding that there had been no protests in the 

area on Tuesday night.  Local Palestinian news agency 

Maan quoted security sources saying Salim was killed in an 

ambush the Israeli army had set up for him at the village’s 

junction.  Salim was responsible for water engineering in 

the village municipality, and became the seventh 

Palestinian to be killed since protests began in Beita 

against the illegal settlement set up on the village’s lands 

last March.  The Israeli army issued a statement saying 

that while on routine duty soldiers “spotted a Palestinian 

suspect in the area”, south of Nablus. 

 

 

Editor: 

Sahand EP Faez  

 

Centre for Studies on South 

Asia and the Middle East, 

National Chung Hsing 

University, Taichung, Taiwan 

 

Email:submissions.cssame@g

mail.com 

Tel: +886-4-22840310 

 


