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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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EU AIDS FORMATION OF 

LEBANON GOVERNMENT BY 

SANCTIONS1 

Subsequent to Prime Minister Hassan Diab’s resignation, 

Lebanon has been without a fully-fledged government for 

almost a year. Today, half the population suffers from 

poverty, while the Lebanese pound has faced at least 90 

per cent of depreciation. Recently, the EU has decided to 

impose sanctions on Lebanese officials and specific entities 

due to the corruption issue and the stalling of government 

formation. ‘The Union is ready to use all its policy 

instruments to contribute to a sustainable way out of the 

current crisis and to react to a further deterioration of 

democracy and the rule of law, and of the economic, social 

and humanitarian situation in Lebanon,’ said the EU in a 

statement on 30 July. An EU source told the media that 

member states will start discussing the sanction list; 

however, ‘it is difficult to assess how long it will take.’, 

nevertheless. 

  

  
 

 

QATAR’S AND ITALY’S OLYMPIC 

HIGH-JUMPER ELECT DOUBLE GOLD2 

Qatar’s Mutaz Barshim and Italy’s Gianmarco Tamberi 

decided to share an Olympic gold medal in the men’s high 

jump competition at the 2020 Tokyo Games. Both athletes 

were perfect until the bar was set to the Olympic-record 

height of 2.39m. Each missed three times. ‘This is beyond 

sport,’ said the Qatar high jumper Barshim. ‘This is the 

message we deliver to the young generation.’ After both 

agreed to share the gold, instead of going to a jump-off, 

Italian high jumper Tamberi hug Barshim. ‘Sharing with a 

friend is even more beautiful,’ Tamberi said. ‘It was just 

magical.’ This iconic moment was widely shared and 

described inspiringly as the ‘best moment of Tokyo 2020’ on 

social media. 
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OUTGOING IRAN PRESIDENT SAYS 

GOVERNMENT NOT ALWAYS 

TRUTHFUL3 

The outgoing President Hassan Rouhani acknowledged his 

government at times 'did not tell part of the truth' to its 

people during his presidencies. At his last Cabinet meeting, 

President Rouhani said: 'What we told people was not 

contrary to reality, but we did not tell part of the truth to 

people,'. He added, 'Because I did not find it useful and I 

was afraid it would harm national unity.' Also, the Iranian 

president blamed his US counterpart, arguing that many 

of Iran’s current problems can be attributed to Trump’s 

withdrawal from the2015 nuclear deal in which Iran agreed 

to limit its enrichment of uranium in exchange for the 

lifting of economic sanctions. Rouhani further pointed out 

in the same speech that Iran failed to upgrade its armed 

forces after the expiration of a UN arms embargo in 

October 2020 due to its financial woes. 'We did not have 

the money to buy due to sanctions and not selling oil, but 

the contract is completely ready,' he said. 

                     

       
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ISRAEL SAYS IRAN IS BEHIND AN 

ATTACK ON TANKER THAT KILLED 

BRITON AND ROMANIAN 4 

Iran has been accused of a suspected drone attack on a 

tanker by Israel. Two crews were killed in the incident, 

including a British and a Romanian national. The strike 

seemed to fit a pattern of previous attacks on maritime 

traffic associated with Israel and Iran. While Israel vows a 

harsh response, the UK government has also replied to the 

incident. A UK government spokesperson stated: ‘Vessels 

must be allowed to navigate freely in accordance with 

international law. We are working with our international 

partners to urgently establish the facts’. Besides, the UK 

Ministry of Defence said: ‘We are aware of reports of an 

attack on a merchant vessel off the coast of Oman. UK 

military headquarters in the region are currently conducting 

investigations.’ 
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EGYPT EXPRESSES SOLIDARITY 

WITH TUNISIAN PEOPLE5  

Tunisia is seen as the only democracy to blossom from the 

Arab Spring. However, on July 25, Tunisian President Kais 

Saied  controversially assumed executive authority, after he 

sacked the government of Prime Minister Hichem Mechichi 

and froze the parliament. The Tunisian president asserted 

that these measures are meant to ‘save’ the country while 

opponents accused him of organising a coup. Egypt 

government called upon all Tunisians to avoid escalation 

amidst tension.  The Egyptian Foreign Ministry said, 

‘Egypt is closely following the development of events in 

Tunisia and expresses its full solidarity with the brotherly 

Tunisian people and their legitimate aspirations,’. The 

statement underlined ‘the necessity for avoiding escalation 

and refraining from violence against state institutions to 

preserve the gains and capabilities of the brotherly Tunisian 

people.’ Also, Egypt ‘trusts in the wisdom and capacity of 

the Tunisian Presidency to cruise the country out of this 

crisis at the earliest possible time.’ 

 

 

Editor: 

Li Yiching 

 

Centre for Studies on  

South Asia and the Middle East,  

National Chung Hsing University, 

Taichung, Taiwan 

 

Email: 

submissions.cssame@gmail.com  

 

Tel:  

+886-4-22840310 

 


