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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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SAUDI ARABIA REOPENS 

BORDERS FOR UMRAH 

PILGRIMAGE1 

Saudi Arabia announced that beginning on 9 August 

applications for performing umrah will be open for non-

Saudi residents and it will accept a total of 2 million 

requests per month. Umrah is a voluntary pilgrimage to 

Mecca that pilgrims can perform at any time of the year. 

However, due to the coronavirus outbreak, it has been 

suspended since February 2020. Since then, umrah was 

limited to Saudis and foreign residents of the kingdom at 

the Grand Mosque at 30% capacity or 6,000 people per 

day. Deputy Minister of Hajj and Umrah, Abdulfattah 

bin Sulaiman Mashat, said the ministry 'has worked in 

coordination with other concerned authorities prior to the 

start of the Umrah season 2021/2022, to develop executive 

mechanisms and create a safe and accessible environment 

for the Umrah performers throughout their journey to 

achieve security, safety, and human health.' Besides, all 

applications will be reviewed through an integrated 

system of services and preventive measures. The ministry 

is also working 'to determine the countries from which 

Umrah performers come', Mashat added. 

  

  
 

WILDFIRE DEATH TOLL RISING 2 

Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune declared three 

days of national mourning amid the death toll from wildfires 

rising to 69. The state-owned news agency APS reported that 

more than 50 fires that broke out on Tuesday had claimed 

four more lives, including 28 soldiers deployed to contain the 

emergency. On top of that, a fire official, Youcef Ould 

Mohamed told APS that heatwave across North Africa and 

the wider Mediterranean fuelled the rapid spread of the 

flames. Besides, Meteorologists expect the heatwave to 

continue until the end of the week. Turkey has reported eight 

deaths, while Greece has also indicated that at least three 

individuals died due to the wildfires in the past two weeks. 

The IPCC released a major report on Monday. It revealed the 

threat regarding global warming was even more pressing 

than previously estimated and it highlighted human-induced 

warming increases the intensity and likelihood of extreme 

weather events, such as heatwaves and wildfires. 
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ISRAEL RETALIATES AGAINST 

ROCKET ATTACKS3 

Three rockets were fired from Lebanon into Israeli territory 

on 4 August. Several militant groups operate in Lebanon, 

but nevertheless none claimed responsibility.  Israel 

military said, in response to the recent attacks, they 

ordered a counterattack to target the launch sites in 

Lebanon. The Hezbollah-owned al-Manar TV reported 

that the strikes hit an empty area in the Marjayoun 

district. Ned Price, the spokesperson of the US State 

Department, condemned the rocket fire from Lebanon: 

'Israel has the right to defend itself against such attacks,' 

he added that the US would remain engaged with regional 

partners 'in an effort to de-escalate the situation'. Besides, 

the United Nations also took note of this development. The 

commander of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon 

(UNIFIL), Maj Gen Stefano Del Col, appealed for a 

ceasefire and urged both parties to 'exercise maximum 

restraint to avoid further escalation'. 

                      

       
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

IRAN DENIED THE ACCUSATION 

MADE BY UK & ISRAEL 4 

The UK and Israel believed that Iran masterminded an 

'unlawful and callous attack' which caused the death of a 

Briton and a Romanian, while Iran has denied the 

accusation. Dominic Raab, the foreign secretary, said the 

drone attack was 'deliberate, targeted, and a clear violation 

of international law by Iran'. Also, Boris Johnson, the prime 

minister, stressed, 'this was clearly an unacceptable and 

outrageous attack on commercial shipping; a UK national 

died. It is absolutely vital that Iran and every other country 

respects the freedoms of navigation around the world, and 

the UK will continue to insist on that.' He added, 'I think 

that Iran should face up to the consequences of what they 

have done.' Besides, Whitehall sources told the media that 

it was considering its possible diplomatic response and 

retaliation. 
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MACRON URGES IRAN TO 

RESUME NUCLEAR TALK5  

French President Emmanuel Macron called for Iran to 'put 

an end without delay' to its violations of the 2015 nuclear 

agreement during an hour-long phone call with Iranian 

President Ebrahim Raisi. However, President Raisi said 

that negotiations over the nuclear deal must ensure Tehran's 

'rights'. He told his French counterpart that 'The Islamic 

Republic is very serious about providing security and 

maintaining (its capacity) of deterrence in the Persian Gulf 

region and the Arabian Sea,' he added that Iran 'will face 

those who deprive the region of its security.' Iran was 

condemned for the suicide drone attack on the oil tanker, 

Mercer Street, by Western powers. The incident on the 

Liberian-flagged tanker killed two crews, including a British 

and a Romanian national. Josep Borrell, the High 

Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy and the EU Commission Vice President 

condemned Iran for this specific incident, he stated 'all 

available evidence points to Iran,' but the Islamic Republic 

clearly denying its involvement nevertheless. 
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