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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 

 

Inside This Issue 

Afghanistan Crisis  

Syrian Refugees Targeted in Ankara 

Revival of The Quartet? 

Wildfires Ravage Mediterranean Region 

Spain Was Denounce Over Child 

Deportations 

 



 

 

2 Month: August 20 |  Issue  |  CSSAME 

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS1 

Josep Borrell, the High Representative of the Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, said on 17 August 

that the EU must talk to the Taliban, but any cooperation 

will depend on whether the new leaders respect human 

rights. Even though the Taliban declared a general 

amnesty and insisted they would not seek "revenge", 

Borrell further pointed out that the evacuation of EU 

citizens and Afghan staff is the top priority. Borrell also 

stressed, 'I haven't said that we are going to recognize the 

Taliban'. 'I know that when I'm saying that it looks a little 

bit wishful thinking. But we will use all our leverage.', he 

added. Besides, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said 

Germany had discussions with the US over the 

evacuation, in the hopes of securing the safe passage for 

Afghans to the airport. He told the media that 'What's 

important is that this transition phase will be peaceful and 

that will depend on what the transition government 

actually does as soon as it's in place, in terms of whether 

we can believe their statements'. 

  

  
 

SYRIAN REFUGEES TARGETED IN 

ANKARA 2 

On 12 August, Turkish police detained dozens of people who 

smashed up shops and cars belong to Syrian migrants in 

Ankara. After Turkey reached a deal with the EU in 2016, it 

agreed to help avert the European migrant crisis. Since then, 

Ankara has received billions of dollars in exchange for setting 

up camps in the southeast, near its border with Syria. Today, 

Turkey has become home to 3.6 million Syrians, however, 

the largest Turkish opposition party, CHP, made waves by 

promising to send Syrians 'back home' after it came to power 

in the 2023 election. The latest polls show rising anti-migrant 

sentiments. Analysts believed that the resentment is 

intensified by the pandemic and the economic instability in 

Turkey. Besides, the migrant issue has become a major 

concern for many Turkish because after the Taliban 

triumphed in Afghanistan. After all, the country is on the 

main transit routes for people seeking shelter in Europe. 
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REVIVAL OF THE QUARTET? 3 

The United States is endeavouring the implementation of 

confidence-building between Palestine and Israel. The 

PLO official said that the US is seeking to revive the 

International Quartet. The Quartet, established in 2002, 

comprises the US, the EU, the UN, and Russia. Its 

mandate was to facilitate the Middle East Peace Process 

negotiations, including the mediation between the 

Palestinians and Israelis. However, negotiations between 

the two sides collapsed in 2014 as a result of Tel Aviv’s 

refusal to halt settlement activity in the occupied West 

Bank. Ahmed Majdalani, a member of the PLO’s 

Executive Committee, said any effort to build confidence 

without a political horizon or halting Israeli settlement 

building will only lead to consolidate the status quo. He 

further pointed out that 'The US administration feels the 

situation in Tel Aviv is immature, so they cannot pressure 

the fragile (Israeli) government as this may lead to its 

collapse.' 

                       

       
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

WILDFIRES RAVAGE 

MEDITERRANEAN REGION 4 

The countries surrounding the Mediterranean Sea have 

experienced a searing Summer with fatal wildfires. Algeria 

was the worst affected with at least 90 people killed last 

week. The damage in Morocco and Tunisia were also severe. 

Now, Israeli firefighters are struggling to contain the 

wildfire which threatens several communities in the west of 

Jerusalem. The holy city and its iconic Dome of the Rock 

now are cloaked in a pall of thick black smoke. However, the 

cause of the fire is unknown at the moment, said Dedi 

Simchi, the Fire and Rescue chief. Besides, Yair Lapid, the 

Israeli Foreign Minister, announced that the country has 

asked Greece, Cyprus, Italy and France for aid over the fire. 

Later, Lior Haiat, the spokesman, told the media that 

Greece and Cyprus had agreed to send firefighting planes to 

Israel. The Israeli government warned area residents of very 

high levels of air pollution. Children and pregnant women 

were advised to stay indoors. 
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SPAIN WAS DENOUNCE OVER 

CHILD DEPORTATIONS5  

The Government of Spain was criticised for the expulsion of 

hundreds of unaccompanied children to Morocco. 

Nevertheless, Spain is legally obliged to safeguard young 

migrants until their relatives can be located or until they 

turn 18. Spanish media reported, 15 children were deported 

from the Spanish North African enclave of Ceuta. However, 

the Spanish Ministry of the Interior did not confirm the 

number of children affected. Save the Children urged 

Spanish authorities to evaluate the needs of each child and 

stop deporting them. 'Spain is not guaranteeing the 

protection of minors,' the NGO said. Besides, Angel 

Gonzalo, the spokesperson of Amnesty International stated, 

'We are writing to the Ministry of Interior asking them to 

stop these expulsions immediately, and asking for 

transparency over their actions,' He added, the NGO was 

speaking with prosecutors as 'these expulsions violate 

international law'. Ione Belarra, a member of the coalition 

government, also criticised these measures are a probable 

violation of Spanish and international laws. 
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