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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation to the better. 
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AFGHANISTAN CRISIS1 

Ahmad Massoud, the leader of the National Resistance 

Front of Afghanistan, told the media that a civil war is 

unavoidable without a comprehensive power-sharing 

agreement. ‘We confronted the Soviet Union, and we will 

be able to confront the Taliban,’ he said. Furthermore, 

Amir Khan Muttaqi, the chief of the Taliban’s guidance 

council, blamed the US for the chaos: ‘All Afghanistan is 

secure, but the airport which is managed by the Americans 

has anarchy, the US should not defame itself, should not 

embarrass itself to the world and should not give this 

mentality to our people that (the Taliban) are a kind of 

enemy’. However, Joe Biden, the US president, defended 

his decisions over the handling of the crisis while a poll 

showed his approval rating is slipping to below 50% for 

the first time. Also, the UK is working closely with its 

allies on the crisis. The UK Ministry of Defence stated, 

‘Conditions on the ground remain extremely challenging 

but we are doing everything we can to manage the 

situation as safely and securely as possible’. Boris Johnson 

announced that he had called a G7 leader's meeting to 

address the crisis. 

  

  
 

A HIJACKED UKRAINE JET? 2 

The Taliban insisted on foreign troops leaving Afghanistan 

on a 31 August deadline. Yevhen Yenin, Ukraine’s deputy 

minister for foreign affairs, told Ukrainian public radio that 

hijackers seized a plane at Kabul’s Hamid Karzai 

international airport, during the multinational evacuation. 

‘Our plane was hijacked last Sunday by (unknown) people,’ 

Yenin said. ‘They were armed, including with firearms. On 

Tuesday, our plane was effectively stolen – it flew to Iran 

with an unknown group of passengers onboard instead of 

carrying out the Ukrainians.’ However, it was not clear 

whether Yenin suggested the incident occurred on 15 August, 

as the Taliban entered Kabul, or on 22 August, and why 

there was a two-day gap. Furthermore, it is noteworthy that 

the Ukrainian foreign ministry later denied Yenin's claim. 

An Iranian official also denied the hijacking claims, saying 

that the aircraft had landed in Mashhad, a city in the 

northeast of Iran, for refuelling before its take-off to Kyiv. 
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IRAN: PEACEFUL URANIUM 

ENRICHMENT 3 

France, Germany and the UK voiced grave concern over 

Iran’s uranium enrichment in a joint statement because the 

uranium metal could be used to make the core of a nuclear 

bomb. The three countries were deeply troubled by the 

latest development in Iran: ‘Iran must halt activities in 

violation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA) without delay’, said the joint statement. ‘We 

urge Iran to return to the negotiations in Vienna as soon as 

possible with a view to bringing them to a swift, successful 

conclusion. We have repeatedly stressed that time is on no 

one’s side,’ it added. While the West and Iran are seeking 

to reach the nuclear deal, IAEA reported that Iran had 

accelerated its enrichment of uranium yet again. According 

to the report, Iran’s uranium enrichment is now nearing 

weapon-grade levels, and these moves seriously violate 

Iran’s commitments to the 2015 nuclear deal. Yet Iran said 

the aims of these developments are peaceful, and it is 

developing reactor fuel. 

                       

       
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ALGERIA ARRESTS 61 SUSPECTS 4 

Algerian police have arrested 61 suspects over the lynching 

of a man falsely accused of starting deadly forest fires last 

week. Besides, the suspects were also accused of damaging 

public and police property, added the police. The 38-years-

old victim, Djamel Ben Ismail, had turned himself in at a 

police station in the Tizi Ouzou region, where was hardest 

hit by the fires. Videos posted online showed Djamel was 

beaten by the mob in the police van. They then drag him 

out of the vehicle and set him on fire, with some taking 

selfies. These shocking images were widely shared and 

sparked outrage in Algeria. As the incident happened, some 

Algerian blamed the independence movement of the Kabyle 

for the hard-hit fire. However, Said Salhi, the vice-president 

of Algeria’s Human Rights League, told media: ‘Only a fair 

trial can uncover the truth and give justice to Djamel.’   
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GAZA: END THE ISRAELI 

BLOCKADE5  

On 24 August, Palestinian children in Gaza urged for ending 

the 15-year long Israeli blockade. During the protest, 

children released balloons into the sky as a symbol of their 

yearning for liberty and they also raised the banners 

showing, ‘Save our childhood,’ and ‘We are the children of 

Palestine...we are the oppressed in our land.’ Ahmed Abu 

Askar, one of the Palestinian children participating in the 

event, delivered a speech: ‘Israeli crimes continue against 

the Gaza Strip, depriving us as children from living a normal 

life.’ ‘They blockaded us, besieged our lives, robbed us of our 

freedom, and deprived us of a comfortable life and our basic 

rights,’ he added. Askar further called on  the international 

community to support their agenda on ending ‘Israeli 

oppression’ in the region. 
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