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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand, it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation for the better. 
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BIDEN: NEW ERA IN US FOREIGN 

POLICY1 

After the last US soldier left Kabul, US president Joe 

Biden addressed the nation: ‘This decision about 

Afghanistan is not just about Afghanistan. It’s about 

ending an era of major military operations to remake other 

countries.’ In the half-hour speech, Biden said he took 

responsibility for the withdrawal. The president also 

elaborated the tenets of what is increasingly seen as a 

‘Biden doctrine’. He declared that the withdrawal not 

only marks a new era in US foreign policy but it is time to 

‘turn the page’ on the US role abroad, implying a less 

interventionist future. Biden believed the US must learn 

from the mistakes: ‘We no longer had a clear purpose in an 

open-ended mission in Afghanistan. After 20 years of war 

in Afghanistan, I refused to send another generation of 

America’s sons and daughters to fight a war that should 

have ended long ago.’ Notably, Biden stressed he had 

inherited the Doha agreement from the Trump 

administration. He further points out the accord did not 

make the US withdrawal from Afghanistan contingent 

upon any political settlement in the country while it 

granted to release 5,000 Taliban prisoners.   

  

  
 

MACRON’S VISIT TO IRAQ 2 

The French President Emmanuel Macron arrived in Iraq to 

participate in the Baghdad Conference for Cooperation and 

Partnership. On 29 August, Nechirvan Barzani, the leader of 

northern Iraq’s Kurdish Regional Government (KRG), held 

talks with the French president on bilateral relations, the 

forthcoming Iraqi elections, along with other pressing issues. 

Barzani further welcomed the French support to the Kurdish 

region and Iraq. Furthermore, President Macron paid a visit 

to Mosul city where was considerably devastated by the 

Daesh/ISIS terrorist group. He went to the Iraqi army 

command centre in the northern Nineveh province and the 

Church of Our Lady of the Hour. Notably, the French 

president was accompanied by the Iraqi Foreign Minister 

Fuad Hussein throughout these visits. Also, Macron is 

expected in the Sinjar district. The majority of the Yazidi 

population in the area underwent Daesh/ISIS oppression. 
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CONSENSUS ON TALIBAN RULE? 3 

Growing tension among great powers is troublesome, while 

the international community has been working on a 

consensus over the recognition of the Taliban regime in 

Afghanistan during talks held in Doha and New York. 

Moscow welcomed Paris’ call for the creation of a ‘safe 

zone’ in Kabul, however, it disagrees with the West over 

several matters. Zamir Kabulov, the Kremlin’s envoy to 

Afghanistan said, ‘If our Western colleagues are actually 

worried about the fate of the Afghan people, then we must 

not create additional problems for them by freezing gold 

and foreign exchange reserves.’ Nevertheless, the UK 

government declared its four international priorities: 

preventing Afghanistan from becoming a haven for 

terrorists; responding to the humanitarian plight; 

safeguarding regional stability; and holding the Taliban to 

account on human rights. Furthermore, Heiko Maas, the 

German foreign minister, visited countries bordering 

Afghanistan, to reach agreements on accommodation for 

Afghan refugees and secure a safe passage for them to leave 

the country. 

                       

       
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

TURKEY COMBAT TERRORISM IN 

IRAQ 4 

The National Defence Ministry of Turkey announced that 

Turkish forces has neutralized seven YPG/PKK terrorists in 

northern Iraq, including four terrorists eliminated in 

Operation Pence-Simsek. It is noteworthy that ‘neutralized’ 

is often used in statements by Turkish authorities to imply 

the targets in question surrendered or arrested or were 

destroyed. The PKK, which usually hides out in northern 

Iraq, is listed as a terrorist organization by Turkey, the US, 

and the EU. Moreover, in its 35-year terror campaign 

against Turkey, the PKK has been responsible for at least 

40,000 deaths. Also, the YPG is the PKK’s Syrian offshoot. 

To combat terrorist activities in northern Iraq, particularly 

the PKK, since 2019 Turkey has conducted a series of 

offensives, namely, the Pence operations. The Pence-Simsek 

and Pence-Yildirim are the latest operations. These were 

launched on April 23 in the Metina and Avasin-Basyan 

regions near the country’s borders. 
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MIGRANT WORKERS IN QATAR 5  

In a recent report, Amnesty International accused that in 

the past decade the government of Qatar has failed to 

examine the deaths of thousands of migrant workers. Now, 

the country and FIFA are under growing pressure from 

footballers and national football associations to safeguard 

migrant workers’ rights. Even though Qatari authorities 

stated the majority of these migrant workers were died of 

‘natural causes’, such as cardiac or respiratory failure, the 

rights group pointed out that 70% of the mortality may be 

unexplained. Steve Cockburn, Amnesty’s chair of economic 

and social justice said: ‘When relatively young and healthy 

men die suddenly after working long hours in extreme heat, 

it raises serious questions about the safety of working 

conditions in Qatar’. Under Qatar law, compensation must 

be paid only when deaths are ‘caused by the job’. ‘I did not 

receive any compensation from Qatar.’, said Bipana, the 

wife of a 34-year-old Nepali worker who died last year. ‘The 

camp boss said the company had no compensation rules for 

those who died of heart attacks and those not on duty.’ The 

spokesperson of the Qatar government responded: ‘Qatar 

remains steadfast in its commitment to labour reform and 

will not be thrown off course by any organisation that seeks 

to discredit the progress we have made.’ 
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