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Middle East in a Week 

Regarding international relations and world politics, the Middle 

East may be the most controversial region in the current times. On 

the one hand, it sits on most of the world’s oil reserves, while on the 

other hand, it inhibits the followers of the most controversial 

religion in the world, Islam. These matters combined have created 

a region filled with drastic events. Every day, there are new wars 

erupting in the region and every day, there are new ways through 

which the west and the far east try to increase their influence in the 

region. This region inhibits 411 million people out of which 28 % 

are under the age of 25 years old. This newsletter tries to give 

weekly updates on the important issues in the Middle East and 

combining them with some analysis, hopes to have a role in 

changing the region’s situation for the better. 
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NEW ERA FOR THE REGION? 1 

On 7 September, officials from Turkey and Egypt 

scheduled a meeting in Ankara in order to improve 

relations between Turkey and its Arab neighbours. During 

the 2011 Arab Spring Turkey supported some specific 

groups close to the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and 

aimed to enlarge its leadership in the region. However, 

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates viewed the 

Muslim Brotherhood as a peril to their regimes. As a 

result, animosity against Turkey has kept growing high in 

these countries. In the end, Ankara suffered serious 

impediments and found itself isolated in the region. 

Likewise, in 2019, Turkey supported the UN-recognised 

government in the Libyan Civil War while Egypt, the 

UAE and Saudi Arabia backed the opposite. Moreover, 

the enforcement of the blockade against Qatar, a key ally 

for Turkey, also put a bigger strain on relations among 

Ankara and its Arab neighbours. Therefore, after the 

region's economy was severely damaged by the 

COVID 19, stakeholders are looking forward to a thaw in 

relations between Turkey and the Arab countries. 

  

  
 

BIDEN: DECLASSIFY 9/11 FILES 2 

US president Joe Biden announced the declassification of 

documents related to the September 11 attacks, in response 

to intense pressure from Congress and victims’ families. The 

White House issued an executive order on 3 September: ‘As 

the 20th anniversary of 9/11 approaches, the American 

people deserve to have a fuller picture of what their 

government knows about those attacks,’ The order also said 

that ‘information should not remain classified when the 

public interest in disclosure outweighs any damage to the 

national security’. Notably, victims’ families have demanded 

the US government to release the findings of Operation 

Encore, an FBI investigation into Saudi Arabia’s possible 

complicity, especially contacts between Saudi officials and 

two 9/11 hijackers who lived in California in the months 

before the attacks. However, Riyadh denied any 

involvement in the 9/11 terrorist attacks while the country is 

fighting a lawsuit brought by the families in federal court in 

New York. 

 



 

 

3 Month: September 10  |  Issue  |  CSSAME 

IRAQ: RENEWABLE ENERGY!  3 

Before a key OPEC meeting, Ali Allawi, Iraq’s Deputy 

Prime Minister and the finance minister, unprecedently 

urged oil-producing countries to move away from fossil fuel 

dependency. Allawi and the executive director of the 

International Energy Agency, Fatih Birol, wrote in the 

open letter together: ‘To stand a chance of limiting the 

worst effects of climate change, the world needs to 

fundamentally change the way it produces and consumes 

energy, burning less coal, oil and natural gas … If oil 

revenues start to decline before producer countries have 

successfully diversified their economies, livelihoods will be 

lost and poverty rates will increase.’ Also, they said the 

climate crisis will hit the Middle East and North Africa 

severely, and countries have to take actions to prevent 

further deterioration. Previously, OPEC agreed to raise oil 

production as economies recovered from the Covid-19 

pandemic, yet slowing markets have led some members to 

suggest a halt to the increase. Therefore, a virtual meeting 

is scheduled on 1st September. Ministers of the 13 OPEC 

members will negotiate potential curbs to production. 

                       

       
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

TRIPARTITE SUMMIT IN EGYPT 4 

The negotiation between Israeli and Palestinian since April 

2014 has stalled. On 2nd September, a summit between the 

President of Palestine Mahmoud Abbas, the King of Jordan 

Abdullah II, and the Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 

al Sisi was held in Cairo to address the matter. In the final 

statement, three leaders affirmed the rejection of Israel’s 

actions that undermine a two-state solution. Later, the 

Egyptian government released another statement: 

‘Achieving the aspirations of the Palestinian people in the 

independent state only comes through unity and ending the 

division between the West Bank and Gaza.’ Jordan and 

Palestine also appreciated Egypt’s efforts to alleviate the 

humanitarian crisis, according to the same statement. 

Notably, the official Palestinian news agency, WAFA, said 

the summit aims to ‘urge the US administration to fulfil its 

promises to preserve the two-state solution, through 

practical steps that put an end to the racist settlement 

policy, and work to open a political path that leads to ending 

the occupation and establishing an independent Palestinian 

state.’ 
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AFGHAN REFUGEE PROCESS 5  

If the European political elite is determined on preventing 

another migrant crisis, the border with Afghanistan is 

especially worthy of notice. The UK Foreign Office (FCDO) 

decided to deploy fifteen crisis response staff to 

Afghanistan's neighbouring countries to manage the 

migrant issues. Moreover, Germany called for the reopening 

of the Kabul international airport. The German foreign 

minister, Heiko Maas, also visited Turkey, Uzbekistan, 

Tajikistan, Pakistan and Qatar in order to reach 

understandings of the refugee process. After the visit by the 

German foreign minister, however, the Uzbekistan foreign 

ministry stated: ‘Any attempts to cross the border, 

regardless of their reasons, will be suppressed in accordance 

with the legislation of Uzbekistan’. Turkmenistan also 

closed its border, giving the precautions of Covid-19 as the 

reason. Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Pakistan’s foreign 

minister, told the media: ‘This is a pivotal moment in 

Afghanistan’s history. The international community must 

remain engaged ... A vacuum is in nobody’s interest. 

Instability is in nobody’s interest. An exodus of refugees 

cannot be stopped within the region’. 
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